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- Unto His much Honoured Friends, 


THOMAS COLLINS 


O F 
Socknerſh in the County of Su g SEX. 


CERT CORBET, 


AND # 
THOMAS C0 RRET, 
O F 


bs TANWARDINEin the County | 


of SA LOP, Eſquires: | 


And to the Vertuous Gentle- 


women their Wives. 


IPILLIAM GEARING 


Dedicateth this enſuing Diſcourſe 
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WISDOM JUSTIFIED. 
OF HER 


CHILDREN... 


MarTrTH, 11.19. 
But Wiſdom s juſtified of her 
Children, FI ; | 


CN &'3;% 


&> N this Parable we may ſee how far God 
intendeth the Salyation of wicked men, 
and notwithfianding man's itubborn pec-" 
verſneſs ag1inſt the (alyation of his own 
TE ſoul, God uſeth all means for mans ccn- 
verſions, mercy and judgement, goodneſs and ſeverity; 
and wicked men make ill conſtruRtions of Gods gra- 
cious dealings in matters concerning their own 
ſouls. © 
Lec-vs open our Saviours-{imilicude, both ſhawi*g 
and aggravating the ubbornneis of wicked men 
294inſt hin : our Saviour callerh for diligent, arten= 
tion, verſe 15. becauſe he is ſpeaking of ſome weip"1- 
ry matter which concerneth his bearers, he ſaith, He 
that hath ears to hear Tet him hear. As the ear is higher 
than the Tongue ; So ir is a greater dignity” to' - 
| A 3 - hear 
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dow juſtified of her Ch;ldren; 
hear the wiſdom of others, than to vent our own. 
In the 16% verſe our Sayiour cries out But 
whireunts ſpall I liken this generation ? 'Þy Generation, 
here underſtand this kipd of men, meanips” the 
Scribes, Phariſees, and other ſtubborn Jews, who 
rejeRted the Counſel of .God againſt themſelves, 
Luke 7- 29. Gods Counſel and pyrpoſe is to ſave 
man by Chriſt , þur they rejeRed: the Coupſel ef 
God, and ſought ſalyation by the righteouſneſs of the 
Law : our Saviour. anſwereth himſelf in the nexc 
words, It is like #nto Children ſitting in the markets, 
and calling-to their fullows, and [ajing, me have piped 
unto you, and ye have not danced, we bave mourned unto 
Jour, yt Je have not lamented: here 1s the Compariſon 
it ſelf, | | 
I. Some think this was a play among the He- 
brews , invented for the inftruftion of Children in 
point of manners. Childrey were co divide them- 
ſelves into two Companies; the one fide were plea- 
ſant and Muſical, Piping apd Danciog ,- as if they, 
were Celebrating a Marriage-day : The other Com- 
any were Mourning, Sipging ſad Elegies and doleful 
itties,- as thoſe th:t Solemnized a ſad Funeral of 
ſome departed Friend: and among theſe Children 
there were ſome Peeviſh and froward Mopes , thar 
dig Croſs and hinder their play, nothipg could pive 
them content.: when they were Piping and: Daun- 
cing, and making ſome Pleaſant Paſtime, they were 
not pleaſed with chem , -but were Peeviſh and Fro- 
ward, croſſing them in. their Play. The end of. this 
Paſtime was to ſhew unto them, 
1, The incopſtancy and mutability of this world; 
how ſomerirnes men are in a pleaſant condition y. all 
chiags fall and go well wich chem, and then they | 
Pip? and Dance for joy : anon they haye cauſe to 
{4 | mourn, 


" Wiſdom juffified of ber Childres, 
mourn, things go ill with chem, chen they weep and 
are ſad —— or | | 
2, To ſhew the diverſe condition &f men in this 
world : ſome are altogetherpnrſned with troubles in 
this life, and ſpend their days in Montning and Weep: 
g 


- Piog and daily Vexation ; others are loaden with th 


worlds goods, and they ſpend their days in Mitch 


| and Jollicy, This is che opinion of ſome Expo - 


ficors, Bar, 

IT. Others think there was no ſach play among 
the Hebrew Children, buc chat this is ſpoken here as - - 
an allufive ſuppoſition of ſuch a Play among Chil- 
drev, As if Chriſt ſhould have ſaid, This generation 
is, as if Boys fkould Sing; Pipe and Daunce, Moury 
and Weep, and ſome froward Children are not 
_—_ wich them, do they what they can to pleaſe 

et. | 
In verſ. 18, Onr Saviour makes application of this 
to the ſtubborn Scribes and Phariſees, For Fobn care 
neither eating ne# drinking, and they ſay he hath a De- 
vil; the ſon of man came eating and drinking, and they 
ſay, Behold a man glnttonons, and a Wine-bibbery 4 Friend 
of Publicans and Sinners, | 

' - _ . John came wither eating nor drinking- 

1. Jobn did not live an ordinary vulgar [e, but 
an extraordinary, pecnliar, auſtere kind of life ; he ' 
ſeparated himſelf from all bumane ſociery,, be li- 
yvednotin Towns and Ciries, bur in a ſolitary Deſerr. 

2, His mear, drink, and apparel was different from 
others : he was not gaudy-in his apparel; he wore 
not coſtly raiment, nor drank he wine out of Bowls, 


- 24 thoſe that are in Prince's - Courts :; but his 


Clothing was made of Camels chair,” and' he 
was girded with a Linnen-girdte,” 'and his belt 
Cheer was Locults and Wild honey, 


A 4 3, John's * 


4 


Widow juſtified of ber Children. ; 
3. Joby's Preaching was very harſh and ſevere; he 
Was not a ſon of Cobſolation, but a Son of Thunder, 
crying our rothe Phariſees and Sadduces, O generation 
of wipers, who hath warned you to flee from wrath to 
comes &c. NoWy the ax is laid to the root of the trees : 
therefore every tree Which bringeth not forth good fruit is 
bewen down,'and caff into the fire, Matt.3,7,10. If ye be 
fruitleſs hearers of the word, God will cut you down, 
and caſt you into hell fire : if ye repent nor, ye are 
damned, the wrath of God is coming upon. you, 
there is- no hope for you, Q Generation of Vipers |! 
In this John is compared to the Children that monrn- 
ed, Now ſce what eff:& ir wrought in the hearts of 
the Phariſees ; did this generation lament at Jobs's 
Preaching? No, his courſe of life, and manner. of 
Preaching did not at all pleaſe them. They thoughe 
'him ro be a Mad-man, a DoGtor of deſpair, a 
Damnation-preacher, ſendivg all to hell ro whom he 
preiched : for Though John came neither eating nor 
drinking) they [ay of him, he hath a Dovil. O the bla» 
ſphemy and perverſneſs of theſe wicked miſcreants ! 
they thought ſo. 6 

1, Either becauſe his manner of living was ſo un- 
co"th in ſolieary places, as men that were poſſeſſed 
with Devils would' live in wilderneſſes, or among 
graves 3nd burial- places ors . 

2. ' Becauſe the Scribes and Phariſees doubted 
whether Joh» and his Doctrine were from God or the 
Devi! ; they perverſly would fay the worſt—or, 

3- Becauſe he was (o rigid and terrible in re- 
proving fin ; he thundered againſt fin in his Sermony 
in ſuch a manner, that they cook him to be po other 
than a mad man. 
>; T he Son of man came eating and drinking. 

Our S:viour Compares himſelf co the Conn 
| | that 


that did p'p< and dance, werſ; 19. The Son of wan 
came eating and drinking. (1) Chrifts minner of life 
and converlation was a pleaſant, ſweet, familiar, or- 
dinary courſe, ſo as not approving, hardning or 
hearcepipg men in fin ; he differed from Jobs in thefe 
thipgs. | ; 

+ Chriſt did not ſhun the Society of men; yea, 
pot the worſt kind of men among the Jews, even the 
Pablicans and Sinners, he did eac and drink among 


them, 


2. His food and apparel was as the ordinary ſorr 
of peoples was : he went to a feaſt at Matthew's 
houſe, and dined with $30 the Phariſee, he wenr 
alſo to a marriage at Cans iÞ Galilee, at which feaſts 
men are molt merry. | 
- 3, Chrift did much differ from Jby in his Preach- 
ivg and reptoving fin. The Son of man was a Son of 
conſolation, 7 am come» faith he, to ſave ſinners, to ſeck. 
and ſave that Which was leſt. Son be of good cheer, thy 
fins are forgiven thee. He came to preach mercy, 
righteouſneſs and ſalvation, to allure, and witha 
gentle hand ro draw men from lin to holineſs ; like- 
wiſe in his reproofs he was more mild and ſweet 
than Jobs was, be bad mild ſeverity io his reprehen- 
ſions: this was Chrifls piping and Yancing, his 
ſweet and gracious way to win men to himſelf. Bur- 
did the Scribes and Phariſees' dance ifrer Chriſt's 
pipe? See how, blaſphemouſly they -miſcalled him, 
they ſay, Behold a man glutronous, a Wine-bibber 
a Friend of Publicans and finners, (2) Such a one 
as did allow men in ſuch riotous courſes, a ſoothing 


- larterer of ungodly men; for ſo the word [ Friend | 


18 here to be underſtood, a Friend of Pablicans and 
ſinners, 
"INTE CHAP. 
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6 Wi;/dew juſtified of her Childers, 
= C nar. IL - 
From bence I ſhall draw aivers concluſrons. 
1 "TH Chriſt uſeth divers means, and worketh af- 
| ter divers manners to Convert and ſaye un- 
toward, ſtubborn, pervetſe ſinners ; he pipeth and 
dancerth, this is for mercy, he hath compaſſion on us 
under our miſeries and finful iofirmicies : he mourn- 
eth and lamenteth, and denounceth judgements 
224inkt che obſtinate ſinner : ſometimes he makes 
uſe of the whip of the Law, as Chriſt came into the 
Temple wich Whip-cords: Sometimes, be ſirives to 
allure and draw men with the cords of Love; he be» 
cometh all things to us; he doth apply himſelf as ir 
were to the crooked conditions of ſtubborn finners to 
draw them to himſelf. 

2. Hence ye may note the yariety of gifts in Mi» 
niſters for the converſion and edification of men. 
Some are Beanerges , like John Baptiſt ; ſore Barna» 
bas's> ys Zoe: and both for the Salvation of. men's 
ſouls. As God did furniſh Bezalee/ and Aboliab with 
$kilt and wiſdom for the Þuilding of the tnaterial 
Temple,Exod.3 5. 39+&c, So likewiſe ip railing up In- 
Airumenes for the ſervice of his Charch, he furniſh« 
eth men with diverkries of.gifts for the ſame, fot the 
perfeRing of the Saints, for the work of the Mint- 
ery,and for the edifying of the body of Chrif, 

3, Norte the- horrible perverſneſs of men in ma« 
king i}l conſtruRtions of Gods uſing various means 
for their good: rhey diſgrace the preaching of the 
Law, and abuſe the preaching of rhe Goſpel, and ſo 
by cheir own wilful cortuption do more enfnare 
rhemſelves in their infidelity and impenicency ; there- 
fore wicked men ſhall be their own judges, how juſt 
God is intheir damnation, and they left inexcuſable. 
I come now tothe wards of the Text. But wi/dow & > 


juſtified * 


Wiſdem juſtified of her Children, 
juſtified of her children. As if be ſhould have ſaid; nei» 
cheir Fohy's mournipg nor piping” is alrogerher in 
vaio, though the Scribes in their obſtinacy rejet the. 
wiſdom of God, and will neither dance nor mourn z 
Though . wicked men ftubbornly defame- and diſgrace 
Chrift in his truth and ordinances, and bring up an 
evil report upon the ways of Religion and Holineſs; 

et there are ſome poor Publicans and ſinners thar 
wake afrer Chriſt's piping, and lament after Jobs's 
mourning, ſuch as receive and entertain wiſdom, that 
ſtand for Religion, that juftifie God in his cruchs, and 
ordinances by faith and obedience , z;/dow 5s ju#tH- 
fied of her ('hildren, 


CnAaA?., LH. SECES 
The mais concluſion Which I foall draw from theſe words, 
and which I ſhall infi[t eu, ts this, | 
 Obſerv. Y Hat there are ſome that juſtifie wiſdom in 
| the worlt of times, Before I ſhew bow 
chey do thus juſtifie wiſdom; T muſt enquire, 
3. What is meant by Wiſdan. 
2. What by Juſt ifying. 
3. ho are the Chilaren of Wiſdem., 
JI, We ate tor enquire what is here meant 
by Wiſdom, | | 
1, By wiſdom ſome underſiapd Divine Providence: 
it is Conſeſſed that the Wiſdom of God is admirable 
in all bis Pcovidential TranſaRions : but no ground 
. appexreth' from che context ,- that this can be rhe 
meaning of Wiſdom in this place. | | 
2. By Wiſdome ſome underſtand Chriſt himſelf, 
who is called the Wiſdom of the Father, and in whow 
ave bid «ll the ao of Viſdow, Coloſ. 2. 3. The 
Scribes and Phariſees looked upon Chriſt as an un- 


learned man, as a imple Carpenters Son ; believers 
4 : | rs looked 
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$ Wiſdom juſtified of her Childreg, 
looked on him as their treaſure of Wiſdom, they em- 
braced him'as the Mefhah. 
© 3. By wiſdom ſome underſtand God's purpoſe and 
Counſel of ſaving man by Jeſus Chriſt, and this is 
called the Wiſdem of God, 1 Cor. 2.6. Howbeit we 
ſpeak Wiſdom among thens that are perfett, 8c, We ſpeak, 
the Wiſdam of God #n a Myſtery» even the hidden Wiſdom) 
which God ordained before the World unto our glory, 
verſ, 7, None buc the Infinite Wiſdom of God coul 
find ont this way for the Salyation of Man-kind, 
4: Others by Wiſdom underſtand true Religion, 
the external means 'of Salvation, and of Faith in 
Chriſt, as the Preichinſ of the Goſpel, the uſe of the 
Sacraments, andall the ways and courſes which God 
vſech for the converſion of men co Chriſt, as the 
preachipg 'of the Law, the preaching of the Go- 
ſpel, &c. Some men ate pleaſed in having the rer- 
rours of the Law preached to them, therefore he 
provideth a 7h to preach that, and he muft mourn: 
others are pleaſed with the preaching of mercy , of 
Free-grace ; therefore God ſent his Son. Some are 
are pleaſed with an auftere life, God therefore gave 
auſterity of life co Jchy : others again delight in po- 
pulariry and familiar converſe : Chriſt is very afta- 
ble and familiar, God ſets up. mourning , fet up dan- 
ing, and both co bring men to Repertance, That 
you may ſee this is the meaning of wiſdom in this 
' P'ace Conſulr, Luk. 7.29. «And all the prop'e that heard 
('briſt, and the Publicans, juſtified Ged , being baptiz'd 
with thebaptiſm of John, - verſ, 30. But the Phariſets 
and Lawyers rtjefted the Counſel of Grd againſt thim- 
ſelv's, biing not baptized of him, They rejeRed 
Th Balls 78 9 , the Counſel of God determining 
to ſave by his Word and Ocdinances : and then fol- 
lowech this: yzry Parable, and fimilicude mentioned 


before 


* 


+ 


» a AE 4. 


Wiſdom juſtified of ber Childrens. 9 


| before my Text iv CHatthew, And the Lord ſaid, 


Wherennto ſhall 11iken the men of thus generation ? and to 
What are they like ? T hey fare like unto (hildren. fitting in 
the mar kgt place, and calling one to anther, and [aying, we 
bave'piped wnto you, and ye have nit danced; we have 
monrned to yon» and ye bave not wept: for John abe 
Baptift came ntither eating bread, nor drinking wine» and 
ye ſay be hath a Devil, The Son of man is come eating 
and drinking, and ye ſay, Behold a Gluttonous many and 
« Wine-bibber, « friend of Publicans and ſinn'rs : But 


. Wiſdom is juſtified of ber Children. The Scribes and 


Phariſees rezeRed the external means of ſalyation, 
counted the preaching of Chriſt fooliſhneſs, would 
not be bap:ized; bur many Publicans and finners 
repented at 7oby's preaching, belicyed Chriſt and his 
Doctrine: ſo that the ſeyeral ways that God raketh 
ro bring men to Chriſt, 'is meant by wiſdom in this 


place. 
SECT, II. : 
TI. We are to enquire what is meant by zuſtify* 
ing ® Wiſdom i juſtified, &C. | 
”  T, 7aſtification is taken ſometimes for Commends- 
tion : Wiſdew @ juſtified, (1) It is highly admired, 
commended, praiſed. Godly men do highly com- 
mend and praiſe God in this way of Salvation 
throvgh faith.in Chriſt: the Szints do admireGod's ' 


Wiſdom in conttiving ſuch an effeual way of ſa- 


virg mankind: in contriving a means co ſatisfie of- 
fenced juſtice by an infinite and plenary ſarisfaRtion, 
and. yet manifeſt his Free-grace, Loye and Metcy, 
Marvellous in the eyes of Saints is Gods Wiſdom, 
Love, gaodveſs, Juſtice, Mercy in Chriſt. The Pha- 
lces lighted this Wiſdom of God, called ir Herehie, 
and the Greeks called it foolifhneſs ; bur believers 
cry.our, O the depth of God's Wiſdom in. che 


| Coſpel ; - 2: Others * 


To. iſtdow juſtified of her Children, 


2; Others underſtand the word ( jufified ] thus; 
it is received by the godly, and approved as the only 
ſafe way to ſalvation. No other Jaco; ladder to 
climb up into the third heaven by, nor door to 
erouth, life and righreouſneſs, but Jeſus Chriſt 
ſet forth in the Goſpel. Believers da with joy dance 
afcer Chriſts piping, and lament when Job» mourn- 
eth,chough the wicked Phariſees teje& Chrifls righte- 
ouſneſs, a6d rhe preaching of the Goſpel, as rhings 
unable co ſalvation, © | 

3. To be juſtified isto be cleered from: all falſe im- 
putarions : whar blaſphemons imputations did the 
malicious Phatiſees lay and faſien upon Chrit? A 
Wine-bibber, a Glutton, a Friend of Publicans and 
fipners, a Samaritaye> a Devil, an ignorant Carpen- 
rers ſon. So Chryſeſtome and others.do interprert the 
words thus : ſeeivg the Wiſdom of God crieth all 
ways, and negleteth no means conducipg to the 
conyerfion of finners , he 'tfiech. by mourning, eriech 
by dancing, he triech by preaching. terrour ,. he 
triech by preaching free grace and mercy, he 
trieth by love, he tricth by ſeverity ; he tri- 
eth by promiſes, by chreatenivgs, by denouncing 
woes and Curſes, and yet niep remain obſtinate and 
impenicent Rebels againſt the Counſel of God: the 
wiſdom of God is now juſtified, (1) Is abſolved, is 
altogether excuſable, and free from their detraRi- 
ons and falſe impurarions, their eternal periſhing is 
from their own ftabbornnefs. So to this, very day . 
how do profane men lay upob Religion, and rhe boli- 
neſs of Chriſt ſhining in the converſations of the 
godly, falſe, birrer, and ſcandalous crimes and im- 
putations ? yer true believers do free Chriſt, Reli- 
gion and Holiveſs from theſe calumbiatians. Though 
they account Religion ro be a Moopiſh and Foably 

ME Se | > * Thivg, 


_ ; ee tl » 
Wiſdom juſtified of ber Children: 'Ix 
thing ; apd call holineſs preciſeneſs , indiſcrati 
overmucb firineſs, yer the godly will juſtific Reli- 
ojon to be an excellent thing, and ſay that. z75/dow # | 
tbe principal thing, Prav. 4. 7. Though the Phariſees 
| diſgrace Chrift, and call him the Carpenters (op, yee" 
Peter will juſtifie him co be thy Sow of the lining God: 
They call him Gluccon, Wine-bibber, Devil, bur the 
Saipts will juſtifie him to be the holy OnE of God,the 
Lamb ot God. without ſpot, to be undefiled, ſeparare 
from linvers, to be the God of Gods, and King of 
King?, 
To juſtifie iv aur common phraſe, is to main- 
+ Lain what a man ſpeaks or doth ; A man uſeth co 
- ſay, I will juſtifie my words and ations: ſo 
men _ for __—, ſtand ro Chriſt and his 
ways, and will maintain Religion againſt all oppoſi- 
ts and contradictions, MTN q 


*  C2-CE::33K . 

3» Who are meant by the children of wiſdom ? 

It is ap Hebraiſm : by children of wiſdom: are 
meant wiſe mep, godly men, As in Scripture by chil- 
dren of diſobedience are meant diſobedienc perſons; 
wicked and upgodly men; ſo by childrenof wiſdom, 
thoſe that are truly wiſe, every godly mas, every man: 
in Chriſt will juftifie the wiſdom of God in Chrift, 
Jjuſtifie Religion, juſtifie God in his ordinances, truck 
_ holineſs, 

his pointe may be ſtrongly proved from Scripture. 
See with what an ———— F< e Peter nd Jobw 
did juſtifie Chritt before all the Jews, both Rulers 
and people, who had charged them not co mention 
the _— AR, 4.10, 11, 12. pvp age 
Nato you ak, axd 20 allthe people of Tſratl, that by t 
name of Toſnt Chrift of Nazareth, when ye Cracifieds 


whom 


£2 . Wiſdom juſtified of bt» Children; 
whom Ged raiſed from the dead, even by bim doth this 
wen and before you whole. This us the ſtone Which was © 
ſet at nowght by you builders, Which is become the bead of 
the Corner, Neither # there ſalvation in any other ; for 
there is no other name mnder heaven gives among men 
whereby we muſt be ſaved, and veiſ, 20. We canner but 
ſpeak. the things which we have ſeen and heard. We'are 
Relolzed to do it, we Cannot bur do it, The pro- 
feſſion of Chriſt and his Goſpel was accovhted He- 
relie, and believers were accounted factions and 
ſchiſmarical,yer S. Pay would juſtifie it ts be the only 
way andworſhip of God: for thus ſaith he ro Felix; 
AR. 2.4.14. after the #ay Which they call Herefie, war- 
(ip 1 the Ged of my Fathers. What holy reſolution 
hadithe three noble chi'dren th the cauſe of God's 
worſhip: A ſtately Idol is adyanced by Nebachad- 
#244 a0nd Alt are commanded to worſhip' this dead. 
Rock , ſolemn Proclamation 'is made ro this phr- 
poſe :' hereupon come in a company of Iaformers, 
* ſuch as-are ready .on all. occahors to do the Devil 
ſervice; they come arid accnſe.rhe Jews, vr. 9. They 
come'ina flattering way, 'O King live for ever, and 
verſ. 12, There are certain Jews, Whom thou hat ſet 
over the affairs of the Province of Babylon, Shadrach, 
 Meſhech, and Abednego ; Theſe men O King, have not 
regarded thee, they ſerve not thy Gods , nor worſhip the 
golden Image which thiu baſt ſ?? =p. As who ſhould ſay, 
under correction, your Majeſty is miſtaken in ſetting 
theſe men in ſuch an eminent place, and they are 
yery unthapkful for this yreferment : Theſe men O 
King regard not thee, nor worſhip thy Gods, Hereupon 
they are called to examination, and the King him- 
ſelf takes cogpizance of the Cauſe, ver. 13.” Then 
Nebathadnezzar in his 'rage and fury (which is no 
fic qualification for a Judge or Ruler) en oe 
| _ {7-6 


_ eth to. rely more upon fiis own firepgth chan upon. © 


Meſhech a»d Abednego ? Do ye not ſerve my Gods; SC 
Now if ye be-rtady, that, at Whit time: ye har the ſound 
of the Cornet, Lute, Harps &C. ye fall down and wor(ip - 
the Image that 1 hive made, wall : but if ye werſoipnot, 
ye ſhall be caſt the ſame hoy into the midſt of a fiery fur* 
mace: and who is that God that ſhall deliver you out of 
my band ? Martial Liw ! 'He ſpeaks thus in effect, 
Have you any God greater than my Gods ? and ſeem- 


che ſtrevgrh of his-Gods : therefore he ſaith; who bal 
deliver you out of my h:ud? he was puffed up with bis 
many great vittories, that he is forgetful, both of 
God and man. Bur ſee their anſwer, v.16. 17. They «n= 


1+ ſwered and ſaid to the King, OK ing we are not careful to 


\ 


anſwer thee is this matter. If it be ſo, our Gcd whom we 


ſerve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace: 


and be will deliver ys.ont of tky hand O King, but if mts 
be it known unto thee O' King, we will not ſerve thy Godt) 
ner worſhip thy golden Image which thou haſt ſet up: 4s 
is they hid ſa'd, we know the worlt of. it, 1t is dearhy 
and we are ror ſollic rovs'to avoid the penalty of this 
Law, we are not Careful to anſwer thee in this matter : 
this 1s the preface or exordium. The ſubſtznce of their 
anſwer conbſterth in two things. 1, Their ſubmiſſion 


- tothe will of God for their deliverance. from' the 


fiery furnace, wherein they afſerr che power of God, 
who was able to do it, verſ. 17. In anſwer to the - 


King,who ſaid, who is able to deliver our of my hand? 


If ir beſo. 2. Their full reſolution, notwichſtand- 


.\ into a hery furnace, By of known wnto thee, O Kings wo 


ing, thongh God in his wiſdom ſhould ſee 1t meer 


not to deliyer them, yet to m9 A 1a to God, nor 
to. fall into ſo fowl a fin, though they were thrown 


wil 


0 
» © * 
” 


Wiſdom juſtified of hor Children.” £7 
them to be brought before him; and then puts thee 
\ "fo interrogatories, verſ. 14+ 1s it true, O Shadract) 


) ag 
147 
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EE - 114 © Wiſdom jaſtified of ker Childrew, © 
”. * will na Worſvip thy Gods, &C.. So Daniel would ju- 
ftifie God in his Worſhip in che molt Rormy cimes, 
who with a molt holy reſolution oppoſed the Kivgs 
Decree, the milice of the' Nobles, and the ſeverity 
of. the Kings puniſhmenc, all theſe could not draw 
him from praying to his God, Dan, 6. 10. When 
chere was great d:\pute who Chrift ſhould be, and 
ſome ſaid, Fobn Baptiſt, others Elias, others Jeremias, 
6thers one of the Old Prophers, Peter reſolves the 
doubt', Thou art Chriſt, the ſon of the living. God, 
CHMatth. 16.14,16. As men at this day : {ome fay 
the holineſs of Chriſt 1s nicenels ; others preciſeneis, 
others faftion; others Singularity : but. what do the 
children of wiſdom ſay ? it is the life of the Son of 
| God. - 


| CHaP, IV. 
Is the proſecation of this point 1 will firſt ew h:w men are - 

[aid to juſtifie wiſdom. 

I. Ec us conlider how w2 juftifie God in Chriſt, - 
cake it in that acceptior, 

1. When we adore, and to aſtoniſhment admire 
the unſearchable wiſdom of Gad, in the contrivance 
of the way of Salyation in and by Chriſt, diſcovered 
id the goſpel. Gods wiſdom is admirable in all his 
works, 1n his creatures, 0 Lord, bow wanifeld are thy 
works, in wiſdom haſt tho made them all | Pſal 104-24. 
Io the formation of man in tbe womb of his mo- 
ther, in all his providential courſes there are un-+ 
ſearchable depths of wiſdom : bur now in contri- 
ving of mans Salvation by Chriſt, this is the Choiceſt 
part of Gods wiſdom : the Apoſtle cries, O the depth ! 
S., Paul cries out, Great is the Aſyſtery of Goalineſs, 

IE God manifeſt in the fleſh, &c. The Angels © 
mer admire this manifold wiſdom of God, they 
defire to prep of pry into it1 Per.1,12, None vor in- 

| DICE 


a> ,4,4 
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finice wiſdom could find our ſuch a courſe as conld yp 
. plas men and Angels ; a way for the ſatisfaction of wn- 
g finice juſtice,and yer for the glorifying ot infivice met= | 
| Cy : bere is iofinite merit, yet infivice free* grace. 
F \ 2, We jultifie Chit che wiſdom of . the Father, 
* | when we take him to be the Lord our Righteonfneſt, 
i denying the beſt thipgs in our ſelves. leters rhe 
, "Phariſees and moral men rejet Chriſt, and the 
F children of wiſdom embrace him. S. Paw/ by his 
b own copf«flion, Phil. 3.7, 8, was a Singular Phariſee, 
f ' touching the ighteonſnes of the Law blamileſs : yer, he 
. willingly tirew away the mantle of his !egal obe- 
: dience , and wr:pr himſeli-np in) the garments of 
f Chriſts righteonſneſs. Chriſt withone © good works 
juſtifies believers, che righreouſne(s which 1s by faith, 
not that Wh ch is by che Law. A man truſting to his 
e ' ] good works, is like a naked body wrapt up :D a. bet; 
where every one may plainly ſee kis Nakedneſe, 
» - | God ſeerh the nakedne(s of Phariſees through rheir 
- praying and ia(tivg, and Almſgiv vg :. to truſt to any 
©. } thing butto God in Chriſt, is co deny, nor to juſtific 
F wiſdom; it is to patch up ſalvation, to pur an old 
: piece to new garments, apd fo make the rent the 
Y 


worſe. How mzny ways do Papiſts rejeR, not jultifie 
ChriR? all their difti- tions cannot ſalve it : to run 
ro other ſacrifices, and nor to reſt in Chriſts Sacri- 
fice, *this is por to: juſtifie Chriſt: ro run to the 
Saints, avd not to Chriſt, is not to juſtifie Chriſt, 
bac ro deny him to be the only Mediatour co Intet= 
ceſhon: ro make a copjunRtion berween Chriſts re- 
rits and ours, that he muſt do a part, and we muſt 
'”» F mericthe reſt, this is not to juſtifie Chriſt as a: per- 
5 '} feRt Redeemer; thisis to deny Chrilt to be the oply - 
Y J waytolifeeternal, and the only door at which ibe 
J 7ighteous enter iv; We may joyn to theſe, moral - 

B 2 | men 
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16 * Wiſdom juſtified of ber Childres, 
men, that-content themſelyes with a negative holi- 
neſs, and empty heartleſs duties, who . have ( as 


Luther ſpeaks) a Pope in their belly, and go no 
\ farther for 'Righteonſneſs and Salvation than: their 


own duties: this 15 co deny Chriſt, not co Juſtifie | 


him; ſuch men make a Chriſt of all cheir Perform» 
ances, of their outward reſlirained holineſs, and 
(pur all rogether ) 'make a juſtify ng Cbrilt of theſe 
menltruous. raggs, Bur the children of Wiſdom cry 
out, None buc Chriits Righteouſneſs. As. the ſpirit 
anſwered the Exorcilts commanding rhem to come 
| forth, Jeſs 1kyoW. and Paul 1 know, but who are ye? 
eAG.19.15. So do all the children of wiſdom ſay 
In Po of juſtification, Jeſus I know, and his righte-. 
ouineſs I know, but as for daties, good Works and 
merics, who are ye? Remember this, tht our Sa- 
viour only, no: our obedience, can enable us ro fiand 
before the juſtice of God: the Children of Wiſdom 


Cry out to Chriſt To wh'm ſhall we co? Thou haſt the 4 


words of Eternal Life. 

3. VVhen we yield co Chriſt our entire obedi- 
ence, this is to juſtific VViſfdom : VVe then jultifie 
him to be a King, and. ſet him vpan the throne of 
D vid his Father, as it is P/al, 2.12, Kiſr the ſon, 
leſt be be angry : by our ſubmiflive Kiſs of Faith , O-' 
bedience and Love, we acknowledge Chriſt co be the 
Son of God, and King of his people., VVhen Great 
Emperours and Noble K:ngs held Popes Styrrups, 
_ and kiſled the Popes Feet in token of Obedience unto 
his Unholy Holineſs, they chen Profeſled Obedi- 
ence to Anti-chriſft, and exalted him in the place of 
God. Then do we ſet up Chriſt in his own place, 
when Kings, Elders and Peaple, do catt down their 
Crowns before the throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy, O 


Lord, to receive Hononr, and Glory » and Power » —” 
A 4.12. 


% 
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Wiſdom juſtified: of her Children. od q 
4- 12. There are two chines in it; \ficlt, their profe(- | 
ſed SubjeRion ro Chrik, in aſcribing to him his cri- 
bure of Glory and Honour. 2. Their juſtification of 
Chriſt, Thou ace worthy O Lord, of all Glory, &g. 
This is mote than the Phariſees would do, they 
would not kiſs the Son of God , but blaſphemed 
him, oppoſed him, and derided at bim. The Jews 
made him a King bi it was iv mockery, when chey 
put upon him a purple robe; and a reed into his hand ; 
peicher would, they throw down their righteouſneſs 
before him, thinkivpg Chrift not worthy of their 
tribute, So unto this day, all imperitent finners do 
rebel againſt the Crown and Dignity-of Jeſus Chrift, 
they will nor SubjeR chemſelves co Chriſt's Sceprer, 
and. the Goyernment of his Spirit according to hs 
word, they will be lawleſs, and live 28 they lift, 
they will nor voucliſafe ro rhrow down the weapons 
of Sinz Pride, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, &c, and 
ole fbcir Rabborn wills and unruly affeftions; Jeſus 
1 - Chriſt in che judgement of an ungodly world is not 
worthy of theſe thives ; ſo all ungodly men do deny 
to juſtifie Chiift che King of Kings, The Cen: urions 
Servants juſtifie and acknowledged him their Lord by | 
L their willing obedience to _h's- quick commands, * 
". F when he ſvid come, chey came; go, they go, do | 
' this, and they do'ir : . So che Children cf w:\dom do 
Juſtifie Chriſt in yielding cheerful obed'ence co him 
in ajl his commands: when he ſaith do this or thar $ 
duty, they do it: when he ſaith, Abſain from this K 
orthat fin, no temptation can eafily withdraw them. 
| Thus the Spicic of Chriſt is the sntelligentia movensy 
| as «AriFotle ſpeaks of Angels, wh'rling about the 
Sphere of cheic daily converſation. When we obey * 
Chriſt, we put a Kingly Crown upon -his hezd, in. 
ſufferivg him £5 rule us; to ſubdue our heatts unto 
| B 3 | | bim 
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13 Wiſdom juſtified of by Children, 
him, .and do not cheriſh apy contrary motions to 
his Spirit, when.we will not go againſt his Spirit, and 


hk 


—_ 


his Wotd, as Balaam ſaid ro Balak, Though he 
would give me his houſe full of filver and gold, I 
cannot go beyond the Commandment of my God, to 
do leſs or more, wn 5 


Cad: v7 


JI. Let w conſider Wiſa m in another, acception, un- 
derftanding there'y Holineſs, Rr!sgion:the truths and Or- 
dinances of Chriſt, and ſo the Childrew of Wiſdom do 
juftifie Wiſdom» 

1 Hep their love'to Religiop, Truth and Holi- 

y y neſs brings them out of love with the world, 
when their embracemenrt- of theſe -chings divorcech 
their hearts from all oucward things for Chriſt and for 
his Truth and Religion-ſake, By our 'Self-denial we 
juftifie wiſdom ro be the principal thing, to be more 
worth chan all che world, co be berter thao Riches, 
Honours , the Fayours of great Perſons, Pleaſures, 
ard all worldly preferments, that Chriſt is the only 


- gains accounting all theſe things below to be bur 


droſs and dung. When the Ch.ldren of Wiſdom c#n 
willivgly ſuffer the loſs of Riches, Liberty, Prefer- 
ment, Life and a'l chey haye for REligion for Chriſt, 
for a good cauſe and a-good conſcicnce,then do they 
zoſtifie ro all the world that cheſe thitgs are dearer 
ro them thay cheir own lives, our ſufferings for Re-/ 
ligton 1s our Mazvifying of 1t; to be condemned for 
righteouſneſs ſake is ro Juſtifie righteouſneſs : ſuffer-- 
ins Chriitians are the Honour of Religion.,- and the. 
glory of Chrift. Thus CMofes juſtified wiſdom ; be 
parted with the beſt things thar Egype could give, and 
contented himſelf with che worſt condition of the 

| | Iſracl- 
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Widow juhifud of bo Children, ug > 
'1fratlites ; this (hewerh chat he juſtified Chriſt co be 
- betcer, yea, the ſufferings and reproaches of Chrilt 
ro be berter than all the treaſures of 'Zgype, The 
T Phariſees woold nor chus juſtifie Chritt ; ſelf-denial, 
and their. popular 'ourward Pharifaical holineſs 
could nor ſtand rogerher : it is ſaid of. them that 
" they loved the praiſe of men more than the praiſe of God, 
and ſo would not be Diſciples of Chriſt, as if ic had 
been diſhonourable for them : as Salvian in his 
rime complained long azone, Sjqum. ex nobilitate 
converti ad deuw caeperit» flatim bonvrem nobilitatis 
lo | . amitteret : Religion makes men ignoble, and baſe 
in the worlds eye. So again it is ſpoken of the Pha- 
riſees, that they duſt nor open!y co profeſs Chriſt, 
1, left chey were caſt out of the Synagogue, they durſt FE 


h not Juſtifie' Chriſt, So ill, in all generations too 
ir {| many earthly men do jultifie and have applauded the - 
[> world above Religion and Holjneſs, but yet (ill wil- 
e dom harh been jultified of all her Children. _ Mo 
Þ "2, When we flick to Religion, to the Worſhip 
* and Service of God, then do we juſtifie wiſdom : 
y when we reſolve ro ſerye God ip his own way 3, let 
e all commands and threats affront ys, yer chen_ will 
" we ſtick to Gods telfiimonies,and ro the pure yarſhup 
| of God. Thus Daxie/ finck to Gods Service again 


x, the decree of the King that contained a moneths A- 

theiſm init. Dex. 6, 7. He had rather be torn aſunder 
with a whole Den of Lions, than be drawn to yeor- So 

bo ſhip man in, ſtead of God: he would pray. three _* 

ir | times in adayto his God, though the King , whoſe 

| Favotrice he was, wovld caſt him cur of favour, and -” /* 

all che Princes and Prefidents ſoughr thereby to en- 


e ſnare him. Though che wicked mock ſuch as hear the 
d word, pray, and perform all rhe parts of Gods wor- 


| ſhip more frequently than themſelygs, yer the Chil- 
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20 - Wiſdow juſtified of ber Children.” 
- drenof wiſdom will juſtifie it;reJojcing as che Pſalmiſt 


ſpeaks.of the Suny to run their coutſe daily of Gods 
Seryice:the ch ldren. of wiſdom-are noct Itke ſomeSea- 
men, that boaſt they can ſail with all winds ; they 
can do nothing againſt the eruch, rhey like_wiſdom 
beſt, though it doth not always ſetye their own ends 
and occahons, they bold on inthe way of Religion, 
as a Tcavellec riding in earneſt buſzneſs, that muſt ve 
on in his way, whether fair or foul, iv company or 
alone : 29 they muſlt,. yea, run whom Chriſt draw- 
eth; and in that way they fear no'Lions, nor to be 
ſlain inthe Streets, becauſe they hold ic needfl char 
they 20, not needful that they live ; and” when the 
Children of. this world are reſolved to be nothing, | 
but what they are-ready not to be, that they may be ' 
ficrer for thoſe in high places, whoſe perſons they 
have in admiration for adyantage ſake, the Chil. 
dren of wifdom do abbor all inconflancy in Relj- 
eion, of any thing which may argue the leaſt un- 
faichfulneſs to rhe Lord Jeſas Chriſt, the Prince and 
Captain of their Salyation: Religion is as' a gar- 
ment which covyereth chem, and for a gird'e where. | 
with they are pirded continually, To the Children - 


. of the world; Religion is as the PhilaReries, upon 


the skicrs of their garments, bur far from their 
heart, bur to the Children of Wiſdom, it is ( as the 
Corinthians © Paul) In the heart to live and die 


| together, 


3, We juſt fie wiſdom. when as the Children of 
wiſdom do juſt'fis one a+other , by loving one an- 
other for their graces and holineſs, by Randing for 


, them, when the wicked by oppoſition or diſgrace do 


labour to beer them down : when we make mnch of 
them, when the world cramplecth' upon them, and . / 
looketh upon chem as the fi'th and off-(courig of 
Rex BYE. py the 


the world, we jultifie wiidom ; they are beloved of 


us, becauſe chey are beloyed of Chriſt ; we hopour+' © 


them, becauſe chey honour God; we tick co them 
becaule they ſtick ro God; we rejoyce in them be- 
cauſe of the graces of God 1n their hearts and. lives. 
This is to Juitifie God his image, his holineſs, ro ju- 
ſtifie Chrilt in bis members: in owning them we 
own Chriſt, as ic was faid of Lor, in entercainig of 


\ ſtrangers, he entercained Angels into his houſe; ſo 


in loving , honouring, delighting iv Gods: people 
for holineſs ſake, we do it to Chiilt himſelf., When 
men are aſhamed of Pau! the Priſoner of Chriſt, 
when men regard not holineſs, gor eſteem of men 
for their ſpiricual worth, but deal with chem as the 
malitions Phariſces with Chrifis Diſciples, caſt them 
our of their Synagogues for believing in« Chriſt, this 
is not co juſtihe, bur ro condemn and deny Chrift in 
his members. Scal:ger tells us of a tree, unto which 
when a man cometh , rawos conſtringit, it cloſeth 
her leaves and branches, byi when he departerh 
ramos Pandit Chen it 'ope: etch her leaves and bran- 
ches, Many men are l;keri'is tree; when godly men 
who have the reproach of Chriſt upon them, come 
neer them, and do defire their fayour and help, and 
their conditions be made known .co. them, they 
ſhrink up themſelves, and.are inwardly vexed, Count- . 
ing ic a diſgrace to have ſuch come neer them, bur 
when they are gune, they begin co be pleaſent, This 


" # an adulterous generation, that ave afraid to juſti(ie 


Chrift in bis memb-r5,1o would they do even to Chrilt 
himſelf. 7 

4. We jiſtifie wiſdom, when we, live according / 
to the Power and Purity, of that Religion we Pro- 
feſs, when our lives are a Grace or Ornament to 
Religion, when ue live accordipg to thoſe chings + 


F 
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22 * wiſdew jaftifed of bis Childen 
- we believe, and make open profeſſion tothe. world 


we do believe chem, we profeſs our ſelyes to bethe 
"members of Chrik , let us juſtifie Chritt our Head by 


-- our obedience to him : we profeſs our ſelves the. 
. Spouſe of Chriſt , ler our converſations juftifie Chriſt 
our-Husband ; we profeſs our ſelves the Sons of God, 
ler us jultific him co be aur Father in all Holineſs and 
Puricy , his Image in us mult juſtifie ic. We profeſs 
Religion,, ler us juſtifie Religion by expreſſing the 
Power of it in our lives and converſations, that we 
may cleer Religion from the falſe impuracions and 
flanders, which che enemies of Religion and godli- 
neſs' caft upon ir, You know how apt the world is 
to blame Religion; they are ready co ſay, and do 
ſay, none are worſe than Profeſlours of Religion, 
their Religion 1s, nothing bur words and ſhews, and 
empty forms, we had rather deal with Papilts, or 
with any other than with theſe men, they are ſo un- 
conſe onable : the world is full of thoſe ſlanders : 
ler us jaſtifie our Religion by walking -as becometh 
cheGoſpel, It is not our duties that do ſo much juftifie 
Religion, bur it is our holy, juſt, pure, vnblameable 
and'/fruitful converſation, this juſtifies our Religion, 
and Chriſt by ic : this makes mew-ro Juſtifie us, and 
ſay, God is inchem of a truth: it makes che Chri- 
lian Religion lovely and beauriful even in the eyes 
of the profane. If our Religion be only in words, in 
duties, in outward forms, we condemn Religion, 
and condemn Chriſt, and Juſtifie the landers which 
the wicked Rabb'le do caſt upon the profeſſion of 

* Chriſtianity. X | | 

5. We jaſiifie wiſdom in juſtifying God 1n all bis 
Diyioe-truths 'in his commands, by pure and entire 
obedience to all as well as tro any one command : 

we condemn God in diſobeying bur one eas} Y 
| is 


Wiſdn juſtified of her Chilarey,  W* 
- his promiſes , ”y cleaving tro'God, even then when 

to preſent ſenſe Gods Proyidences ſeem to croſs his 
promiſes ; we. juſtifie Gods faithfutneſs and eruth 'in 
his word; —— 1D his thre:renivgs, when we tremble 
at his word; we juſtifie Gods juſtice jn rruths con. 
cerning bell, when we leaye ſuch courſes as hurry 
men thither : we juſtifie God in truths concerning © 
. heaven, by ſertipg oor faces, hearts and courſes .up- 
on and toward heaven ; in his crach concerning the 
day of judgement, by loving, and looking for the ap- 
pearing of Chriſt, when in all theſe we live as men 
that do-believe there is an heaven ind hell, death and 
jadgement to” come ; bur che children of diſobedi- 
ence do belye God in theſe thingy. 


.Cnap. VI. : 
| Oreover, «he Children of wiſdom do juſtifie 
wiſdom in che worſt of times: the children- of 
this world rake Religion to farm, they will be te- 
- pants at their own will, not at their Lord's; chey 
will hold it no longer chan chermſelyes pleaſe, and 
throw up all in a bad yeir, and when they think 
their bargain too_ba?d, they lay-tche key onde: the 
door, 20 their way, and leave their Lord to go look 
his rent ; when perſecution-ariſeth becauſe of the word, 
by and by they are offended, and in time of ſuch tempta» 
tien they fall away, Matth, 13. 21, Bur «o the children 
of wiſdom, Religion is their Free-hold, rheir Fee- 
fimple, a purchaſe bought even of Chriſt himſelf, 
who hath a good tirle, and will nor deceive the pur- 
chaſer : but chough in the opinion of a worldling he 
| ſells dear, yer ſuch 4 pevy worth as he that knows 
the worth of it, will part wich all thar he hath for ic, -- 
rather than' go without ic. When Chriſt and Rell» | 
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'. 24 Wiſdom juſtified of her Children. 
gion are inacriumphing poſture, then will world! 
profeſſours rake branches of Palm-trees, and go forch 
ro meer Chtiltz and with che multitude, cry Hoſanng 
to the ſon of David, Bleſſed ts b: that comtth in the name 
- of the Lord, Heſanna in the higheft ; bur if once they 
find Chriſt co be apprehended, and led away to the 
Hiph-prielts Palace, and there to be ſpic on in his 
face and bufferred, they will with Peter deny him, 
and ſay we know not the man, and if th's be not 
enough they will bind ic with an oath, that the 
world may be ſatisfied they are none ot his com- 
any: but the children of wiſdom do receive the 
Goſpel with much affiiftion : If the Goſpel be in a ſuf- 
fering condition, chey will- be partakers of the affii- 
Fions of the Goſpel according to the power of God, 2 Tim. 
1.8. when they took up Religion, they were reſol- 
ved (that ſome trouble would meer chem in that 
way, and will now ſtick ro it, though they loſe all 
that they have for it. The Religion of worldlipgs is 
as the dew , which is but /ader terre, the earths cold 
ſwzar, that is ſoonglicked vp ; the Religion of the 
rrue Chriſtian is as rain from heavey, that fticks by 
the earch; the one wets not a fleece, the other wa- 
tereth 'the ground : the one ſerveth only for frogs, 
ſnails, and Graſhoppers; the other ſoketh the root, 
and maketh ir to. bring forth herbs meer'for chem 
by whom it is dreſſed, and receiveth a blefliog from 


God, Heb. 6. 7. 
Gin.4 Þ:-VFIL. 


— 


| T he Reaſons of the point. 
1" Aking wiſdom for Gods way of Salvation in 
apd through Chriſt, there is great wiſdom to 


juſtifie this, 
Reaf. 


Rea. 1. Becavſe the only wiſe God hath thoughc 
this to be the oply way and mieans of Salvation : The | 
way of God is of all ways che moſt juſtifiable; in che 
wiſdom of God there is not che leaft ſhadow of fol- 
ly : Gods wiſdom, yea the whole glory of God 
Cannot appear in any Way more chan In the work of 
Redemprion- in and by Chriſt, & not chis uncon- 
ceivable wiſdom to contrive a way how. an Infinite 
God ſhould become a finite Creature, how he that 
was an Immortal God, ſhould become a mortal 
mans how an <ternal God ſhould become a Child of 
an hour old; a blefled God become a curſe; a moſt 
holy God ſhould have a world of fins imputed to 
bim, and die for the eternal ſalvation of-finful man : ' 
how offended juliice ſhou'd-be ſatisfied, yer ipfioite 
mercy be fully ſhewen. All this 1s manifeſted in 
Chriſt ; this muſt needs be the 'ploc of ce only wiſe 
God, contrived within th2 breaft of the Ancient of 
days. Had Apgels and men bcen allembled to con- 
trive a Way of Salvation, they would hive cortured 
themſelves with poor plots, and would never have 
chought of ſach a full, adequate, infinite Way of Sal- 
vation iS this, Godly men have eyes to pry ito 
this glorious myſtery of godiineſs, therefore wich all 
acceptance and admiration do juftifie ir. Phariſees 
and other catnal w:cked men are blind, and ſo do not 
juit'fic the wiſdom of God in Chrift, | 

2, Becauſe wiſdom's children do cleerly apprehend 
an abſolure impoſhbiliry of Salyacion by any other 
means withour Chriſt : every broken hearc chat hatch 
areal ſight and ſenſe of fin as the greateſt evil, will 
ſee there is nv hope of ſalvation in himſelf: all thar .. 
he can do to merit life and glory is nothing : his beſt 
things, parts, duties, moral vertues, and patural per- 
ſe&ions,- are meer nothings,' are droſs, dupg, men- - 
ſtruous 
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ſtruous clothes, hig- leaves, they ſee all that they can 
ſuffer 10 ſar:isfie offended juſtice is bothing, it is not 
fo much as hz payment ofa farthipg for the debc of 
a thouſand pouncs : fin being of an-infinice nature, 


. ts of iofinite demerit; and infinite ſatisfation muſt 


be made, which no finite Creature car do: they ſee 
the (offerivg of the corments in hell toerernicy can- 
not ſatisfie, thoſe that are already caſt into priſon, 
cannot ſatisfic the nrmolt farching : ſo again, they ſee 
there is nothing in them can move and encline God 
to mercy wichour Chriit: of themſelves they aro 
nothing bur children of diſobedience, maſles of fin, 
finks of corruption, a very hell, as che Martyr called 
himſelf, Theſe real and thorow apprebenhons of 
their condition , and extreme inabilicy of getting 


.Talvation from themſelves doth force them to juſtific 


God in Chriſt, and his way of ſaving them in and 
through Chrift : che ſoul ſaich, there is no name un» 
der heaven by which I can be ſaved but by Chriſt :, 
there are infivite metrics, -infivite righteouſveſs in 
bim; there is no thing in Chriſt bnc is lovely in 
Gods eye, and moving him to mercy. I will go our 


of my ſelf, and rett npop Chriltz I will rake him for 


my only. Sav'onr, for the Lord my Righteouſneſs ; 
from him alone w'll I draw my hife, my righteouſneſs, 
my ſalvation, and .if I periſh, I periſh, I will cling 
cloſe un'o him, I do allow of no Saviour burhim ; 
miſerable Saviours are all my duties, legal righteouſ- 
neſs, moral perfeftions, only Chriſt hath fotfitled all 
rishteouſneſs, only Chrift hath ſatisfied, I juſtifie 
him co be my only Saviour ; Ic 18 the ſenſe and light 
of Chrifts worth, excellency and neceſſicy, makes che 
children of wiſdom' ro: juſtifie Chriſt Jeſus : Phari- 
ſees and Carnal men are void of both. 

3+ It is great equity the children of wiſdgm ſhould 
Jaſtifie 


Pad 
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joſtifie- wiſdom; for Chriſt.came to juſlifie chem, ro 
take oft all accuſations Which the Devil layeth to © 
their charge :. all char he did-is co. jufiifie chem; he 
became man, became a curſe, was ſubjeR co death co 
juſtifie chem : he roſe agaip for their juſtification; 
he intercedeth at the right hand of God to jultifie 
chem ; his mecics, his graces all are for their, juſtifi- 
- Cation ; he was accuſed, condemned, executed to ja- 
ſtifie rhem, beſides rhe mnſcarchable treaſure of his 
mercy, the unvaluable priviiedges derived from h:m 
to them, O ye children of wiſdom ! do your fins 
accuſe you? Chriſt juſtifies you. Do your fins cry' 
yengeance, yengeance ? his blood cries mercy, mercy. 
' So Devi's accuſe you day and night before God; ard 
plead hard againft you for your deſtruQtion, Chriſt 
juſtifieth you, and rebukerh that accuſer of the bre- 
chren. When your conſciences vex you with acculing 
and condemning thoughts, Chrilt juftifies-you, pari- 
fies and pacifieth your conſc'ences ; your duties and 
performances at the beſt are full of imperteQions, 
much corruption and defilement adhereth rothe beſt - 
works of the beſt men, Chrift fills chem up with his 
righreouſneſs,and ſo makes them well-pleaſing,and aC- 
ceptable works and performances unto God, Fur- 
thzrmore , remember how one day Chrift will 
juſtifie all his members before men, Angels, and 
Devils, and wipe oft all thoſe aſperfions that have 
been caſt upon the children of wiſdom fot godlineſs ' 
ſake , as fation, pride, lingularity , hypocnke : 
Chriſt will theo free godlineſs and godly men from 
theſe calumnies and aſperſions, and\-he will make 
men know to their ſhame and ſorrow, 1t was Reli- 
gion, godlineſs and holineſs the very wiſdom of God 
himſelf, which they branded with ſuch ignominious 
ticles : if cheſe thipgs make any deep impreſſion up* 
oB 


38 IWi3/dom. juſtified of hiv (Children. 
on your ſouls, you will be enforced to Jjuſtifie God's 
wiſdom in Chritt Je{us, | 

4. Another reaſon is drawn from God's end in ſa- 
vipg man by Chriſt, which is, chat men ſhould mag- 
nific his wiſdom, his love; his goodneſs in contriving 
ſuch an infin rely perfeRt way for ſalvarion by Chriſt. 
God himſelf juſtified Chriſt when he glorified him :; 
Cariſc juſcified himſelf, when be was juſtified in the 
Spirir, that is, 'the Divine Nature of Chriſt joſtihed 
the Humane Natnr-, which was perfeRly united to 
his Divine. The Prophers, Apoſtles, Angels and 
Saints do juſtifie Chriſt : All heaven do Juſtine him, 
when they throw down theic Crowns, and give all 
honour , power and glory unto him. We juſtifie 
Chriſe , ſer him up, magnifie God in him when we 
make him our righteouſneſs, and by faich lay hold 
upon bim., and ſrick cloſe unto him, God loſerh the 
olory of his wiſdom apd mercy, and Chriſt loſerh 
the glory of his love, when men reje&t him, as if 
God's wiſdom were folly and weakneſs, as if Chriſc 
were not able to ſave ro the utrermoſe; in rejeting 


- Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, we do fruſtrate God of 


bis gracious end, 
Crapr, VII 


I I.” 1 now come to the other acception of wiſdom, and 
will give you reaſons why Godly men ought to juſtifie Re- 
ligion and Holineſs and all the ways of God. | 


Reafſ. 1. JD Ecauſe God fully pofleſſech the hearts 


and "minds of the children of wiſdom, , 


wirh the realicy, excellency and bleſſedneſs of that 
religion, rruch and holineſs, which makes. them 
ſrand up. for wiſdom. The judgements of the godly 
areenlightned with more high, heavenly, and ſuper- 
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Y excellent trochs of God chan orher men: the ſecrers 
' of Gods counſels,; of Gods Kingdom ;' the myſtery” 


of godlineſs is manifeſted:ro them ; they' bebold"the 

Glory-and Majeſty of God Shining in the Truth and 

Purity of. Religion ; they know the infinite conſe-/ 
quence of the things of Ecernity, the bliſsful reward 

of Holineſs; how--dear every tictle of truth. is 'to 

God ;\ they foreſee the davgerons effets upon ſuch 

as ſtart alide from the way of rruch, [Religion and: 
heavenly wiſdom ; chis keepeth and-engageth their - 
hearts'to follow God, and to hold to: his truth; "and 
to juſtifie his ways, Why are men. (o fearful in a good 
cauſe for a good God? Ir is becauſe che. truths of 
God are not ſo deeply rooteg. in their hearts, they 
are not ſoundly principled jn theſe.things. If cloth 
be nor well wrought in the Loomar fift, though it 
. ſhew. fair in the Loom, it will ſhrink much when it 
cometh to the wetting: The cauſe why many ſhrink 
in the wetting ip time of ſuffering ,. is becduſe: thei 
hearrs were noe well wrought, ' at firſt , - not fully 
poſleſſed with the excellency of true Religion, | and 
heavenly wiſdom. Sher y"*4 

| 2,, Becauſe there is nothing in wiſdom » ip true 
Religion, but whac is juſtifiable; - Therefgre ler us 
ſee what Religion is. Religion is that form and 
rule by which God hath caughe, us how co knowhim, 
and ſerve him. 3: How to-know hm: Religion 1s 
the knowledge of God, and in this knowledge of 
God eternal life 'doth conſt, ſaich our Saviour, Jobs 
17. 3. Indeed we can never ſerye him rightly , It 'we 
do not know him rightly; ſervice is a fruit of \love, 
S. Auguſtine ſaith ,Scirs aliquid aut cred: poreſt,& tamen 
non diligs ; Diligs autem, quod neq; [citur neq; treditur, 
/non-pateſt. We-may know or believe a thing, yernor. 
love 1t, bur we cannot wo that thing -which 1s 94 
ghnty >= er 
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ther known nor believed by us.” — 2: As Religion -} 
reachech us to know God, ſo likewiſe howto ſerve 
him; | And chis fame ſervice that ic teacherb, partly it _ 
concerns his.own worſhip in duties of piety, parcly 
of converſation with men in duties of equity and 
mercy. Gods worſhip is a main duty that Religion 
reacheth : ir teacherh both whom co worſhip, and 
how to worſhip : it ſhewerh us both the true God, - 
and the.true way how co ſerve him, Some worſhip 
the falſe: god for the true. -S, Pax! ſaith of the Gen- 
riles, that inſtead of the Creatour, they gave glory to 
the Creature, Roms. 1.25. Many that worſhip che 
crae God, worſhip him in a falſe manner, for they | 
follow not bis rules, but theic. own inventions : we 
muſt'yot only, verwm Deum coltre ſed Yero caltu co- | 
lere, worſhip the true, God, bur alſo worſhip himin Þ 1 
2 right-manner, If otherwiſe, it-may either be ſaid | . 
of ris, as eur Saviour to the Sycharitifs woman, you | * 
worſhip you know not what; Or as to the Scribes and | 1 
Phariſees, you worſvip you kwew not bow ; teaching for Þ . 
DoGrines mens Tradicions : Religion reacherh both Þ c 
whom to worſhip, and how to worſhip, Again; as || v 
it is a Rule for Gods worſhip in duties-of piety; ſo }» 
for our conyerſation among men in duties of juſtice Jt 
' and mercy. Religion were no Religiop , if it rayughe #6, 
not this too; if it caught not Juttice as well as holi- Jtc 
neſs; Charicy as well as devotion, Diliges Deww, {| 
T bou foalt Jove the Lord, that 18 the firlt & the greateſt Yfa 
precepc thac it giveth; bur yer diliges proximnm too, | n 
he 
W 
0 
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Thow ſhalt love thy neighbony ; this ſecond," ſaith onr 
Saviour ,- is like unto the former, for the precepcs 


' mult needs be like , becauſe the objeRs be alike. 
_ "Man was made ip the likeneſs of God, therefore the Y\ 
precept we have to loye man, 'muſt needs be like.che- 
- precept we haye' to loye God: they be ſo wn Ul 
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| $:7,bn, a3 the one of them cintiot confiſt without the 


other. "1 Fohy 420. Gregory (air; well, © Sis Per 


amerems Dei amor proxims gignitnr | fic & per am 
proximsi amor Dei nutritur.” As the love of God' be- 
eersthe loye of our Neighbour; fo alſo by the loye 
of our Neighbour is the loye of God nouriſhed, | 4 
- Religion reaching all chis, it mbſt needs be an / 
Art wotth the Leatning : an Art indeed, © | 

So Du Pleſfis calleth tt, Ars ſabvan faci- + CMorney 

endi- bominem ; the Arc of ' lavitis” mens * © ; 
ſouls,” All the Arrs in the world are not able © teach Mt 


| 

7 | this. There hath been a firife amon? the Artiſts, as 

s 7} there was ſomerime #mong the ' Diſciples » which 

- } ſhould be che greateſt among them co which-of. 
a | cherPpriority and preherminence ſhonld be given: - 
d | Laftantins ſaith, it was fo among. the Philsſophers, 

# Þ} and Oratours of Greece, but che Philoſophers got the 

d Þ preheminence, becauſe they were generally reputed, 

x | Animdlia ſapientie , wiſdom's crearures, Oratonrs 

h Þ ovly taught arter bene dicends, the art of ſpeaking 

s { well; Philoſophers artem bene vivexdi, the arr of 1i- 

o {| ving well : and-chis muR' needs be more excellent 

e Jrhan the other, quoniam bene dicere ad paucos pertinet; 

it {bene vivere ad emxes , becauſe ro ſpeak well beloangeth 

i- Jto a few, to live well pertaineth to all, and that 

7, 4Vas it Philoſophy profeſſed. But' what Philoſophy 


fally vendicated , Religion may juſtly challenge ; 
for Religion is indeed char Art thar reacheth'ro live 
ell. He liyerh well, that liveth-ever,* and that 
eligion ceacherh ; ir reacherh fach a way of living 
Fhere;- ag will afcerward bting us ro live forever: the 
way to everlaſting ſalvation 1s/tavghr and troder onr . . 
F*09 os inthe preceprs'of Religioti'; ſeting none of alt - 
the other Arts can teach this,” this is more” excellent; 
$29 more worth learcivg than/ all Moreoyery: Re- 
wag. CS: lgion 
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Tigiondo.h nor. oply reach us co live'thus, but tye us 


'ro-It , And fo much the very Notation of the 
ve will give ; it is called Religio) 4 religandos {aith 
' Lattantins , which figoifierh to bind again, gaed. howi- 


nem ſibi Dems ligaverit, & quaſs pietate conſtrinxorit ; | 


becauſe by Religion, "as by a bond, God doth as.ic 


were bind and tye us to himſelf. Religion then ou 
_ 


ſee, is of a binding nature, ir doth not, only reach 

rye; tyes us todo by praftice, what. itteacheth usto 
' do by precept. Now Gods Religion is. at holy, 
pure,and undefiled Religion, as the Apolile ſaith of 


the Law, the Inw- is holy, juſt and good 3 So Reli- 


vi6n, bath nothing in itbur whar 1s good even for us, 
and what is holy and juſt; in evety precept of Re- 
11g:on there is equity and goodneſs. T he way: of@viſ- 
. dom are” pleaſantn'(:, and all her paths are peace : god- 
lineſs is profitable in this life, ' and in the life to 
corne - 1t is Religion makes a. people. happy and 
flouriſhing ; why then ſhould we be aſhamed of it? ; 
Whar aſhamed of holineſs, of goodneſs y. of truth, of 
Leſſedneſs * What have men to ſhew for beaven but his 


tru:h? What creaſure doth God becruſt his Church 


'witha] bur his truth, which he eſteemeth dearer.than 
heaven and earth'? Whar is the way to heayen but. 


holineſs ? Now ſhall we /expeR, that Gods ways]. 


{hodld be mercy and truth, if his crath be not em- 
braced, and his holineſs nor followed afrer? Whar 
doch the Lord require of man buc to-do juſtly, and tc 
give to God and men their due? This the Children 
.of Wiſdom behold in Wiſdom, and therefore will 
juſifie it; , I know not through what Spectacles the 
| world looketh upon Religion, . and holineſs, that 
r"eyſo lightly efteem it , as unpleaſant, and unproy 
ficable. If there were folly ip Wiſdom; if any chin 
uaworthy a mans praiſe, imitatian ,'. loye and li 
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there were ſome"ſhew of Shrioking'from ic : but who 
can chargethewiſdom of God with folly? who can 
eſpy ſpots Qr-darkoeſs in the Sun? who £ 
blame in Gods holineſs, or errour in his m 
ous truth 2 The Epheſians could ftand for theic 
Diana; the Philiſtines for Baal zebpb the God of Ek- 

| you's, Wicked men. can ftand for their Lufls, World- 
Iwgs for Mammon ,' Herecicks: can ſtand for their 
Errouts; and ſhall God haye none in all. che world 
ro ſtand for him, and juſtifie heayenly Wiſdom ? 


: 


C nap. IX. 


» | Ne 1, He firſt uſe of this point may be'for 
2 terrour to all Phariſaical and other pro- 
= | fave perſons, who condemn the wiſdom of Ged him- 
- | ſelf, preferring their: own folly, their laſts and ways 
oO | -aboye the wiſdom of the only wiſe God, their own 
d J righteouſneſs aboye the righteouſneſs of Chrift him- 
2 ſelf, Was thereeyer ſuch an impiety heard of, that 
of 4 men ſhould fir like Judges, and condemn God the 
»$ the juſt Judge of-all che world ,- Chriſt che merciful 
bj. Saviour, the Holineſs and Religion of Chriſt, Inno- 
nj cence it ſelf? Here I will ſhew how moral and pto- 
uty fane men do condemn wiſdom, erg | 

ys4 T1. 'When-men juſtific chemſelyes by their good 
works, 'their civility, cbeic legal righteouſneſs. The 
ath  Scribes and Phariſees were che Peeviſh Chi'dcen thar 
tof would 'neicher dance ner mourn afcer "Joby 'and- 
en Chriſt: theſe did, -and all Moral men do condemn 


+ .. qe #4. x7 $. 
- 


ill] | thewiſdom of God in ſaying man by che righteouf- 
hel neſs of Jeſus Chriſt ; this is co depoſe Chriſt; and to 


ſzr the Crown of Salyation upon their heads;/making 
4 themſelves the'r own Saviours ; cher” menſtruous 
1 - Clothes more glotiors than the Robe” of < wriſts "2 
ww - -. C-3 | righte- - 17 
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 Ehrift qut..of his Office » Makivg a Chriſt | 
ſelves.; what blaſpemy. is ir of che Papilts, 
ho place the Virgin 2a above Chriſt; and moſt 
blaſphemouſly pray .co her. to command her Son to © 
do : Hal chac tor chem ?. Thbn Mother of God, .com- . 
mand thy Son to hear me. There is che like blaſphe- 
wy fonnd in the bearrs of all civil moral men; they 
do place their righteouſneſs aboye' Chriſts righteouſ- 
neſs, as if thar ſhould command God to open the 
oares of righteouſneſs, that they may evcer in there- 
at, O yain men ! be proud of your own folly, and wrap 
.your.felyes vp in your rags, and build as high a tower 
of duties as you can,and lay fione upon ſtone, dury up- | 
oh daty,good work vpon good Work ; the day is c0- 
mipg When God will juſtifie this wiſdom, and tum- 
ble: you headlong , O ye ſelf-juſtitiaries z with-ail 
your righteouſneſs into hell: your Tower of duties 
will be bur a Babel of eternal confuſion , and not 
one ſtope, not one dury,(hall be-lefe upon another; 
char ſhall not be a yery abomination of deſolation, 

2. We condemn wiſdom, when we backſlide from 
ur profeſſed Religion, abjure Chriſt 3n his crath; 
ſer up.errour inſtead of truth , or follow profaneſs - 
and embrace the world iv Read of holineſs, and cm- 
bracing Chriſt. Is nor this a juſtifying of profancſs, 
a juſtifyipg of errour 8nd of the. world, apd a condem* 
ning of Chris Religion,. treth and holineſs. Now 
caplider, IT. This is at vpbraiding of Chriſt, as if be \ 
were not bountifuL enough ro engage the hearts of. 
men.to follow him-; as if Great Diang of the Epbe- 
fians were far more.cxcellent than. the Lord; or the 
Jews Sf Two of Heayen were betterchap tbe. bleed 
God 8 = . aaa 
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F. -righteouſnels , their fig/leaves more than the gar- * 
| mentgof falvation, which God barh made for chem, © 


Vila po 3af 7.65 JE 5 Pi Y, Io nat - 
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of hs as if the ans 


© 


2.. It is/ an opbraid 
ditions. of Scribes and 1 


, the vai o Janglogs 
and diſpuces and errours of Ge ai \ mi a, teu 


ror than the Oraches of God, andthe 
God diſplayed in his word ip juRifying the: ha 
and tradciops of men, whac do we but condemil the | 
Wiſdom. of God for fooliſhneſs. ic. ſelf ? yea my: 

Bretbres ! 'Backſliders do the greateſt miſchief iv the 


world: they do not oply conderan Chriſt and Reli- 


oion themſelves; but as the Scribes ' and Phariſees 
did ſuborn falſe "witneſſes to accuſe him ; So. back- 
ſliders do ſabern others to condenin Chriſt and Re- 


ligion, they harden their hearcs again Chriſt and 


his ways.. There are many in hell- perhaps, -O Thott 
backſlider, that curſe-thee for their. condemnacion, 
they. had not ſpoken. evil of Religion, Bor cons 
deraned podlineſs as they did, had it not been. for 
thy Apaltacy. 

3; We-condema Chriſt, when we will not ſuffer 
bim; to rule 'and reigo over us as King and” Lord; - 
when we draw. away our neck from che yoke of bis | 
holy and righteous Law. We-pur a Kingly. Crows . 


"upon the bead of Chriſt when we- obey tym, and fuf- 


fer our whole man to be by- his Spiric accord- 
irg to his word : but diſobedience is a depoſing-of | 
Cixiſt, a depriv.ng him of his Kingly Crown. VVe 


' will have ne. King but Ce/ar, ſaid the wicked Jews, 


when Pilate condemned Chriſt ca die ; and profane 


men cty,- we wilt have oo King but our Luſtsor the + 


Devil rather ; our Luſts ate his. Law, ous. fulfilling 
them is ſubj ecion and obedience to him. Oh how. 
many ure there that perform one part of ohedience 

ro God, [and thiok chat-enough ! is-thioyt have ſome 


| ſhew of godlineſs, ir is withour- juſtice and honeſty, - 
they have 00 care of theie word and promiſe : if chey 


; C4 _ have 


conſcience of prayer in cheir- Cloſer,” not ip their” fa- 


mily,.chey can diſpence with it a week, a month ot 
cwo- perhaps together : if they 'hive any good de- 


fires/andpurpoſes., they come to nothing, Whence 
that *ſaying, There are more good parpoſes in. Hell than 
inrbeaven : not as framed there, ' bur: as carned rhi- 
ther-for want of being effeted upon 'carth; © Are 
rhere not many-thatare ſuperficially good, but really 
evil? Abel and Cain, both Sacrificed,' and both'to 


the fame God : rhe Pablican and che Phariſee, both: 


did the ſame AR, they prayed, arid in the ſame 
place, the Temple, 'and ro the ſame Lord; yet was 


- Cain refed, and the Phariſee not juſtified , be- 


cauſe, though chey performed the ſame act, yet nor 
with the ſame heart and will. 
4+ A ſcandalous profeflian of Religioh, is a con- 


demnipg of wiſdom ; a ſcandalous converſation gives 
- notonly a lie to qur profeſſion : bur alſo ir Jaſtifierh 


the foul_aſperfions'which wicked men caft in the face 
of Religion, and the Profeflours of it. Striftneſs 
of Religion is termed by profane' men bypocriſie. 


Wiſhes Jofifed of te Cn 


- have honeſty, ir is withour piety; they make no 


Ic is ſaid of David! groſs fins that he cauſed the ene- 


mies of God: co blaſpheme: rhus doth every looſe 


profefiour, he cauſerh the way of God to be evil 
ſpoken of, Religion is ill reported of for his-ſake. 
Chryſoſtom hath a compariſon : If au Oratour make"an 


5/l ſpeech , or an Artificer a bad piece of work, Men 
will not condemn Rhetorick. for his Duncery, nor Art 
for the Workmans Want of 5kill.” But it is otherwiſe in 
Religion, if profeſlours live ill, hen men. preſent- 
ly blame religion, as if that were the cauſe of lewd- 
neſs, Salvies,. 156. 4: brings it the heathen thusr8il- 


' ; Ing upon Chrilt for the wickedneſs of thoſe that pro- 


feſled themſelves to þe Chriſtians, Santa ab 3h fie- 


rent, 


of men 'they be char worſhip Chriſt : 


lily :- if they learned good things, themſelves would 


be good: doubtleſs ſuch is the'SeR, asare the Seca- 


rors and followers of ir, ' A little afrer, he” brings in 
che Pagans thus ſpeaking, ' Vide ("brift;anoy, &c. Look 
opon 


eth them. Byr 


caſt vpop cheir profeſſion, though in ir ſelf- never 


ſo pure and'glorious. So then when' wicked men do. 
© blaſpheme God by reaſon of your'flagitions and fil- 


thy lives, you defame che Chriſtian name,” and are 


che occaſion of -their horrible blaſphemy,” Morevyer- 
hereby you give the wicked 'occation. *to-condeinn” 
all the godly; they are all fo,”is che worlds Logick:;. 
hereby alſo you block up'the way, and*keep'off o- 
rhers ſtrom the profeſſion,” bardning and juſtifying che | 


wicked in their fins. - 


5. "Men condemn wiſdown; when they draw Ar-" 


- 


gumencs from outward bleffinge, char God approverh * 


e Chriſtians, ſee what they do; 4nd by that. 
you may eaſily know what Chriſt cheir Mafter teach- ' 
is we may collet, how i!1-the bad” 
lives-of Chriſtians made” Pagans judge of the” Chri-' / 
ſian Refigion , and by conſequent what. ſhadow? 
the evil converſation of profefiours may” otcafionaily” 


ee bs - wp a ofifitd if ber Childri Y g p ", | —Y 
rent + þ Santa Chriſftus decniſſet. Lo, what matiner”. 
Chriſt : it-is falſe” char” 

they haye « good Law, as they ſay they haye; for if hes 
their Maſter caught chem well', "they would ive” h6-" | 


-y 


# 


of-cheir courſes , which his word" condetnneth. As 


Leah called her: fifth ſor, 7ſachay, as a reward from 


God) forgiyinghet maid*ro her hisband, Geneſ. 30... 


18.” Sorhefe men rake wealth and honour cod kindly 
from God, abuſing both his patience agd hounty, by 


lookivg'upon' them as a reward of thair wickedneſs, 

4 and bleſs God for that for which cheyare 

I tothe Devil. | Thus when through coxtrouſneſs the 

1 ſhepherds of 77444 made Merchandiſe of the flock hs - 
ORs * the. i 


ted 


pare 
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\ the ſlaughter., ſlaying them ,- yer: nor boldivg them- Þ 
. ſelves guilty, chey ſold them, and ſaid Bleſſed be 
the Lord for 1 am rich, Zech, 11,4 5. As impious 
Demitian thought the gods favoured. Sacriledge, be- 
cauſe he. had ſuch a $ooe gale of wind andweather, 
after he had robbed their remples; ſo theſe men 
think- God likes. well enqugh of proſperous wicked- 
neſs, becauſe he doth nor preſently avenge ic. | 

' 6. When men bear themſelyes upon their civil 
behaviour in appolition to\religion , rhey condemn 
. wiſdom, -. Ic is picy ſo. fine a thing (and i theſe 
days, ſordtea thing } as Civility, ſhould be ſo much 
abuſed, as we ſhould have occalion co find-faulc 
with it... Bur-by experience. we find that even Ci- 
vility ( the counterfeit of grace ) hath' given occa- 
ſioo to profane(s to riſe up.in arms againlt Religion, 


$4 This is apgeraus both co the Civil man himſelf, and 


to others. To bimſelf, becauſe he uſeth ir aga firong 
fence to ward of} religion: he. jultifieth himſelf ; and 
cyndemnorey rrye wiſdora, becauſe he ſeerh nor that 
black outhide ip-himſelf, which perhaps is viſible in. 
ſome. profeſſours of rgligion, .. And becauſe he ſeem- 
eth neer-to the ns rag of God, he never carech 
ca come to it, being like a-parallel line, that keep- 
eth, a ſcantlipg with. the way: of wiſdom, but neyer 
meeteth. with it, Ic is dangerous to others, becauſe 
(as one well noceth) he objeRerh bimſclf as: a Pa- 
ragon to the view of the world, to pull down the 
ce of true wiſdom. Thus as the Egypriay (orcerers 
by counterfeiting the miraculous works of God, ' 
hardened the heart of Pharach : ſo the meer civil 
man) by ſome refemblances of gaod ations withour 
' holineſs, is an occaſion that many do contemn-true. 
wiſdom and condemn. the generation: of Gads. | 
Childreo. Theſe are che days whezein civil and we 
EE —_— 


- 
#2... -. 
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ral men'do juſtifie rhemiclyes; becauſe though they be 


omn eye eſpecially) they'are- leſs evil thap many 
profeſioure, Bat proud Moraliſts are eirhiee igno= 
raot of,'or elſe-rbey diſdainfully - overlook” rhoſe 
choyce excellencies that are in-ghe Children of Wiſ- 
dom: and therefore if- they-are nos Atheiſts in pro- 
fekon ( which giveth a large: ſcope to worldly. wit- 
dom ) they. encline to Popery\, which: puts: on 2 
garb of Ceremonious gravity, bur neyer troubleth 
the Conſcience with the-power of crue wiſdom, Such 
a kind of religion. as this, may make him carry cbe 
fruits of the land of promiſe upon a dry faſt ; as 


vivg root. 

C una nick 
X / : : ; : 
Now let us confidey the: ag gravations of this fin of con- 


| . « deming wiſdom any manner of Way. 


'B* condemnipg the wiſdom of God'in.Chrift, 
+ LJ you make che wiſdom of God who is wiſe, 
tobe fooliſhneſs, as-if you cauld have: found ones 
becter way then of Salyation by Jeſus: Chriſt, You 
vwilifie che infigite merics, righceouſneſs; \and: ſuffer- 
ings of Chrift,an infinite Saviour; as if your” prayers 
and negative bolineſs were of more merit than Chriſt: 


: 


demn Chriſt. , Mit MIT 
2. - In condemning true wiſdom and holineſs, you 
condemn your own happineſs; for holineſs is the way 


to-hippineſs, yon Condemy your life , your;comforts, 


- , ourgrace, your-glory, your redemption,your adopti- 
on, your. own fouls, _- : wy 


LH 
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not really good, yer comparatively (and in their - ? | 


the Spies did,-but never - to bear ther-from « ſi 


yea youplay Pilate, you-ſeriip judgement,” apd con- - 


3, Ye oY 


: 
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3. Yethat condemn Wiſdom, you ſhall 'be con- 
demned in your own Conſciences:; thus it was with 
Judas, and rbus ic was with Spirs after he had been 
at Maſs; and read his abjuration of the.truth , he 
chought he heard a direful.yoice ſpeaking to him in 
theſe words ; T how wicked wretch. Thow haſt denied 
we ; Thox haſt renounced tbe C ovendyt of thy obedience» 
haft broken thy voy : hear Apoſtate », bear with-thee the 

entence\of thine eternal damnation. What was this 
o the dreadful voice of his acculing Conſcience for 
denying Chriſt. and: condemning 'Wiſdom ? With 
what" horrours, griefs, impenitency and deſpair are 
their ſouls filled that deny Chriſt and /condemn reli- 
ion ; *rhey are ne other thaw: men living in hell. 
ar tongue can expreſs the' inward horrours of 
Fades for - betraying Chriſt ? What the High-prieſt 
ſaid ro- him, the ſame did his cenſcience, did God 
ſay co him; ſorhar our of a curſed enyy of, the con- 
* dicion of the damned, ; be. buog himſelf. Oh ! how 
doch God many times deny to {uch/perſons all hopes 
of mercy, all power to repent, to believe, that 
they might be recovered'our of that ſad condition? 
Thns Spir4 ſaid of himſelf ;. My hrart now is eftranged 
from God; 1 cannot call bim Father, all good motions 
are quite yome;, my beart is full of hatred and blaſphe- 
wy apainft-Ged; 1 grow more angl more bardened in heart: 
'T cannot believe, I cannr Repent, I cannot Hope, Ar the 
"time of their death; when in the anguiſh of their 
» ' ſouls they ſhall call for mercy, pardon, and the (al- 
vation of their ſouls; mercy, pardon, and ſalvation 
ſhall be denied them. .. | | Fs 4 
Chtiſt will not own them before his Father, 
who condemn Chriſt and his ways : though they 
ſhould ſcrape acquiintance with him, Lord we have | 
prayed, propheſied, and profeſied thy name, yer. be 


will 


will ſay to his Father. 'Father 1 know thews not, Chriſt 
will neither know them, nor any of their religions 
Ads, nor acknowledge any thing they have done for 
him, As the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks-of dead men, They re 
forgotten , and ont of mind, and their place ſhall be 
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known no more: lo it is with ſuch as ſhafl conde pn. 


wiſdom, 'and deny Chriſt, when theyThall cry Lord, 
Lord, have we'not done this?” He will be -aſbamed 
of ſach as call him Lord, before his Father. Chry- 
ſoſtome on that-place | 7kyow you mt} ſaid, he bad 
rather be ftricken through with a thouſand thunder- 
bolts, chan to heat Chriſt ſay, 7. know you xet. Chriſt 
will not own aty good work, or good duty of theirs, 
who have condemned or demied him and his ways ; 
all cheir prayers ſhall be forgotten, as if chey- had 
- meyer prayed; yea, all their duties hall bur agget” 
vace theit torment : he will ſay to his Father, Give 
double rorment to thoſe, that haye condemned wiſ- 
dom, and yer prayed to Thee in my name. _ 
" $5. Chriſt will accuſe rhem before. his Father : 
Theſe are the perſons that would not feed me when 
I was hungry; that when I was thirſty , would giye 
* me nodrink ; that being afiranger, took | 
me not in ; that when I was naked, Z1atr.25. 
cloathed me nor, cthat' when I was 40341, 
. fick, and in priſop, viſited me not : theſe 
are the men, thar did baſely condemn my ways, and 
ſhamefully deny me before ſuch and ſach' men : This 
is Tudasy that betrayed me into the hands. of the 
Jews: Theſe are the perſons, that by their cowar- 
diſe or covetonſneſs berayed my truth, my worſhip, 
my religion into the hands of finners, Brethren! I 
know, you abhor Jade: his fat, and would netfor *- 
a world, ſtand in Judas his coat before God at the. 
day of Judgement : Ler'me tell you; to betray os 
. ter; Ion 
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|, eruthof Chriſt co condernnteve wiſdom, will be repn- 
red as great a fin in that day, Nay, Chrift will ot only 
accuſe ſucb;but ke wil caftthem out of bjs preſence,and 


{ _- defroy chem before the bleſſed preſence of his father ; 


he will caſt chem out from the preſenceand from com- 


munien with Avgels and Saincs into hell corments, 


Deparc'ye curſed of God and Chriſt, ye that'con- 


demned Religion, Depart ye-curſed of Angels, and 


of your own Conſciences into hell rorments. Whac 
 isthat worm there that never diech , but thy Conſci- 
ence of denying and condemning Wiſdom? 


6. Conſicer'the hainouſneſs of the fact, what a ſin” 


It isto condemn Wiſdom and Religion? In denyipg 


Wiſdom, you deny Chriſt himſelf, in condemnipg : 
Religion, you condemn him : Ir is his religion, his 


truth, his worſhip, his ways which you condemn; 
therefore in condemning theſe, you condemn Chriſt 
himſelf: You condemn him whom God the Father 
hath juſtified and glorified, and witnefied a good 
.Confeffion of bim before men ; This # my well beloved 
Soy, in whom I am well-pleaſed : you condemn Chriſt 
whom all che Angels adore ; it is their glory to be bis 
Miniſtring 'Spicits : in condemning him, you con- 
demn the infinite loye of God; for, ſo God loved the 


world, that be gave his-ſon : you deny the Lord of 


glory, the Prince of life, the King of Kings, the only 
Saviout : You rejeRt the blood of Chriſt , his blood 
which is more worth than rocks of Pearl, than 
mountains of Gold, .yea,-more than if God had gis 
yen an heayen full of Angels, or a world of Crea- 
tures for you. O what a great fin is it to condemn 
him who bath. bought Thee with his own blood, 
who ſuffered thewrach of God for us; and purchaſed 
many glorious priviledges for us? To deny or-difown 
. © friend that hath -been kind and boencita, it is 

| | ame- 


_ 


* 
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| wiſam juſtified of ber Children. | 
ſhameful; for a Child co deny his Father, iis up- 
partical : bur' for a man” to deny . or condemn. 
Chriſt who died for hit, condemh his redeemec and, 
Saviour, it is worſe, than nanatural, if worſe can be, 

7. Look tpor the goodneſs of wiſdom, A man. 
can baye n6 berrer chan God's truch to maintain, 
and to acknowledge the word of life and falyation: 


no outward means but che Goſpel to bring. us co Sals - 


vation : to condemn theſe, we condemn the means 
of ſalyation. The men'of Sodows- ſhall riſe up in 
judgement againſt che men-of Beth/aida , the men 
of Niniveh againſt the men of Capernaxm 3 becauſe 
they, repevted at the preaching of Jonas: the Ba- 


ſtards of Babylon ſhall riſe.np againſt the daughters of - 


Zion 1n jadgement ; the Papiſts ſhall riſe -up in 
judgement againſt many Proteſtants, for they will not 
condemn nor. betray the Cauſe of Anti-chriſt : buc 


theſe men put Chriff co open ſhame, and expoſe the. 


wiſdom of God to a wotld of contempt in the-midft 
of a crooked and perverſe generation. = | 


Cuar, X1. * 
BY An uſe of exhortation to juſtifie Wiſdom, 


Uſe 2, YE exhorted now my Brechren to juſtifie 
| Wiſdom , thereby 'ye ſhall ſhew your 
ſelves ro be the Children of Wiſdom : ſtand op in the 
defence of Chrift and religion, be nor aſhamed. of 
him, not-of his Goſpel, be ready and willing coſuf- 


. ferany thing for his ſake if thou ate called thereunto: 


rather die for him a thouſand deaths, ſuffer a thouſand 
rorments- rather chan deny him once: if ever ye 
look to have Chriſt own you, to have his Father 
own you, and his holy Angels in all cheir glory co 
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own you; then beware of condemning wiſdom ; .. 


plead for -his crch, jultifie wiſdom, relive the 


members of Chriſt, boldly and freely.teſtifie what 


ye hold and believe in matters of religion,conftatitly 


afficm , this is Chriſt's Dorine, Qhis 1s Chriſt's Reli- - 


ion, this and none elſe is the pure worſhip of God 
in Chriſt : Wirneſs a good Confeſſion with your 
mouths, what ye believe 1n your hearts of Chriſt 


and his DoGrine. Ir is not an Arbitrary duty, bur ne-, 


ceſſary.” If an Arian ſhould ask, what believeſt thou 
concerning Chriſt? Thog mult anſwet, TI belieye 
him'ro be. very Ged, though all che world were 
Arian,: of if a -Papiſt ſhould ask Thee, concerning 
- Chriſt in the Sacrament? Thou ſhouldeſt anſwer, 1 
believe He is not there bodily. Some think it e- 
pough, if they believe Chriſt's truth and Religion 


| In their hearts; and as for outward afficmation and 


juſtification of jt in plain words , it is rather ſuper- 
fluous , at leaſt Arbicrary, not neceſſary. . No : this 
is aot ſufficient ; A man that belieyeth io his hearr, 
his mouth muſt ſhew forth his fairh, ' If he be per- 
ſwaded in his heart, char this is truth, and char is 
truth he muſt ceſtifie ic iv ws words. | As the Apo- 
files; they believed in heart, that Chrift was the 
Mefiiah ; was the Chrit, and they did confeſs it 
wich cheir tongues , 7 how art Chriſt the ſon of the 1i- 
ving Ged, This is Jeſus, the God of glory, the Prince 
of lite, whom tbe Jews ſlew, and havged upon a tree. 
S. Paul did believe the Reſurretion, and he did ju- 
ifie the Doctrine of the ReſurreRion before a whole 
Council, 44.23. 6, Many acconnt' it a peice of 6n- 
gular Wiſdom, either to filence, or to diſſemble che 
truth, chey bad rather be accounted Wiſe and Wick- 


ed, than Simple and Religious : they had rather be + 


\ 


elteemed as Neutral between Chriſt and As x 
Thi. chan Þ 
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'" than openly to conteſs and juliifie him, veritas [ lnm* 
mode abſconds erwbeſcit ; .triitl: only is aſhamed/'to bz 
bid: If you believe that Relig on which you pro- 
feſs, you mult be ready to juſtifie ir before all che 
world. Be ready to ſpeak for Chriſt wpon a#l oc- 
cafions, to plead for his Goſpel and Worſhip in all 
places, Our Saviour, whereſoever he came, would 
in.all companies, 1n all. places, upon all. occafiops 
reſtifie himſelf co the people. All Pas/s preaching 
and writings were nothing elſe, but a confeſfion and _ 
reſtification of Clift. S:; Bernard reckoneth the 
name [ Jeſus | to be found five hundred times in Panl's 
Epiſtles, as who could nat ſpeak of Chrilt ſuffhci- 
ently :: his Tongue; his Pen; the Pulpic, the Priſon, 
the Bar, the Judgement-ball, preached Chrik. 


CHAP. XII 

Of the ſpecial ſeaſons When we ought to: juftifie Wiſdom. 
x T Ow ler us conſider the ipecial times when we 

: ought to juftifie Wiſdom, . 
7, When men ſhall atrempe ro draw us off from 
Chriſt and his Religion, chen muſt we juſtifie wiſe 
dom. Had we Balak to offer as much to us as to 
.Balaam, an houle full of Silyec apd Gold; or as the 
Pevit.did to Chriſt,. all the glory andrriches of the 
| world, *14 ke would bur fall down and worſhip him 
ſo to us, if we will fall from Chriſt, our profeſſhon, 
* . I his crath arid holineſs: if then we anſwer from the 
heart Crucified to theſe things, as Balaam did from 
| the tongue ( his heart [ongirg after the proffer ) we 
will not go beyond the word of the Lord for an 
houſe full of Silver and Gold; this wonderfully jufti- 
{fics wiſdom. Such as juſtifie Chriſt and Religicn do. 
look upon theſe outward things with contempr and 
ſcorn, when as men that condemn wiſdom, Jook 
| D _ ypon 
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upon them wich admiration and-affeRion, judging 


- themſelyes men, if they can ger theſe chipgs below. 
© When the Emperour /alens offered Baſil great pre4 


ferment? relling him what a man he might be, Baſ/ 
anſwered, offer cheſe chings co children not to-Chri- 
{fians ; they ae but bables in a Chriſtian's eſteem, So 
when ſome bade, ſtop LZ«ther's month wich prefer- 
men:, one of his Adverſaries abſwered; Germana illa 
Beſtia non cirat aurumT hat German Beaſt careth not for 


. Gold: his Spirit was roo Divine and Heavyen'y-to be 
rempred wich Gold: Earthly hearts would ſoon: have 


'been caken with ſuch offers. 
'2, When wiſdom is vilified, and Religion is in dif- 


grace, contempt or ttouble; then for a-man to ſtard |} 


for-Chriſt and Religion, this is a rime ro juſtifie wif- 


dom : when the more diſgrace is calt npon Religion): 


we burn with greater Zeal and love to Chrilt. Shimes 
and Mephiboſheth were both tried in Navids troubles : 
while David was in his proſperiry,both honored him, 
bur when Abſalom rebelltd;and David was fain to flee 
for ſafety ; yer ther ephiboſheth (ticks cloſe ro David, 
and Shimes ſhewed his falſe heart railing'upon him; So 
}:vg as Chriſt was working miracles, feeding the peo- 
ple miraculouſly with loaves, he was followed,ind ju- 
Rified by them to be a Prophet,» or Elias, or the Meſ+ 
fab : but when Chriſt was vilified before Pilate, an 
miſuſed, then they condemned Chriſt, and cfied' our 
Awiy with him, Crucifie him, Crucifie him. Wher 
Religion is at the loweſt ebbe, clad with diſgrace 


rroudle arid Cobrempt, th's is a time for a Chriſtiagſ. 


to jaſtihe wiſdom. | 

3. When the truth's of God are overborn wither 
rots and Adverſaties, then to ſtand for the truth” c 
God is co juſhfie'wiſdom, When we ſand reſotnte 
Iy for the lealt eruch of Chriſt as the Godly B 
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Wiſd-m juſtified of her Children. ar: 
ſhops, and ocher boly Martyr's did in Duiſquilie we- ? 
Queev ary": days, that died ( many . ricatis ſuntings 
of them) for truch's of a lefler fize, Boſe. - .... 
ſo dear was truth unto them. ' Herein the Children of 
Wiſdom do reſemble God, who prizeth che leaſt 
tictle of his word, as dearer than heaven and earth. 1c 
was a noble reſolution of Shammahb, he would not ſuf- 
fer the Philiftines to have ſo much /as. one piece of 
2roend in the land of Tſ+ael, - 2 Sam.23-L11, A reſolute 
Chrikian, that loyeth-truchywill nor ſuffer che enemies 
of cruch-ro-ger the lex ft ground of truth; ano <b/urds 
dato, mille ſequuutur, Let but one abſurdity be granted, 4 
| thouſand will follow.The children of wiſdom kaow bur 
1 one Lord,one Faith, ove Goſpel in truth and indeed; if 
"| any ocher be obcruded, chey reje&t'ir/ ap ſpurious.Gold 
1] Cannoc endure the leaſt quantity of Laiten ro be mix- 
4 ed with'ic, nor Silver of Tin: No! mote willtcuch en» 
© durethe/leaft mixtnre with any adulterogs wares; 'nor 
"3 will the chitdren of wiſdom take Alchymy for currane 
 Coyn;/ahbovgh ir bear the Stamp of: the King's Im- 
'd) age. ant Superſcriptiod.... If once they. diſcover this 
50 Stratagetn of Saran 5 orany of his Miniſters, they will 
0} not give place- by 'SubjeRion-(oradmixtion).no DOC 
11-4 foran hour, that the twurh. may. abide with them. Io 
{ef} thiscaſe itwas'thac'S.' Pan! (Gal.2.5.) wichliood mor 
alJ only thoſeiof the Circumcifian, but even the holy A- 
poliſe Perey, and that ro his face, whi:;chough free 
bel from erront in Doarine, yet gave offence by his pra- 
c*1 Atice in favonr of the Jewiſh Ceremonies, and weF 
not-wirth a right foot according to the truth of the 
4 Goſpel, but admicted thoſe obſolete Rires to ap” 
proach too near ic. A little chigk ina ſhip may let ip 
water enough to ſiok a Shig of a thouſand Tun: ſoit 
NCA hecefie ger in pever ſo little within the Ship of the 

Church, .ic may ſoon _ into the; Seaof Errour. IE 
: | p 
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As Wiſdom joftified of ber Children, 
Charles Martelz and Pipin his Son be admirced to fleer 
with the Kings of Frantes they want bur che Popes ti- 
cle,or a New-coyn'ddiiit:Gion to get an abſoluce So» 
veraignty:ſo the unſoundChrittiay knows,if be cap bur 
ivrodace a companion that will prove a Rival, chat in 
the end will chfuft:rructh out of doors, | 

4. Whes Chil and Religion 1s forſaken by the 

eater niulticideinche-world, yea, within che verge 
of the Church, chew is a time co. juſtifie wiſdom.” Re- 
tigion/in-irs puricy'4s condemned by the moſt as. hu+ 
morous, "faQious, as a lingular way. Nowfor a:man 
ro Swimagainſt che ftrong ttream of che. mulcicudez to 
walk in the way of Religion, though he;walkalone 
without” Company » this is a time to juſtifie 'wiſdom, 
Thns one Elijeb juſtified God :aod his worſhip againſt 
x whole Kingdom of Idolatersii:one Aicajah againſt 
four hundred falfe Prophets: Chrift and his Apoſtles 
withſtood the* whole. Jewi/b:Synagagne. 'V Vhenthe 
mulcicage goagaink Chritt, he looketh that his Diſci- 
ples ſhould go apainſt them: I che mulcirade herpro- 
fane, they muſt be ſtrift, and nor live accoriing* ro 
the courſe of the world,” If rhe mulcitade of the 
Fews follow the traditions ofthe Elders, the Apottles 
mult follow the Rule of God!s:word, VVeare notto 
follow the mvlticude, bur ro follow the-Lamb whither- 


ſoever he goeth : the multitade leads rothellz Shall we J 


follow. chem? Ic 1s for beaſts to-follow the herd, 
for an Hog to follow the herd of Swine, for an: Ox to 
follow che drove, Ic 1s the'poorelt argument in the 
world to do as the moſt do: Sexrca Could ſay, argu+ 
mentum eſt turpiſſimum turbaz to plead you muſtdo as 
the mulricude do, is the baſeſt Argument of all other, 
The :multitude do reſolve with Haſpas (but fora 
worſe purpoſe.) ro worſhip che rifing Sin: and 46+ 
ſelon ſhall now be as much efteemed-and ab * by 
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them) as eyer David bimſelf was, whewar the higheſt ; 
2 Sam, 16,18. Of any Religion they.are ready to (ay, 
as he of Abſalom, wham'all the med of ae! ſhall: 
chuſe (although with 'rejeRing their true liege Lord:) 
his will I be, and witt:bhim will I abide; Ic was a cou- 
ragious ſpeech of Later, being urged with the Au»: 


 thority of the. Fathers in-a point of cantroverhie. Qnid 


fs mille Augnſtini, mille Ghryſoſtomi, mille Hieronymi hoc 
a{ſeranty Ego tamen veritatem loquar, Wharf a thouſand 
Augnſtines) a thouſand (br;ſeſtoms, a thouſand Hieroms. 
do aſlerg4his or that, yet notwithſianding 1 will ſpeak 
the tryth. Godly men, like the wiſe men, will follow 
Chriſt, as they did the Star leadivg them to his place, 
their way 1s like the way of the Mari- bb eenes 
ner, guided by the lieavens, not by the More ern 
courſe of the world, as Seyeca ſpeaks of perfſcepes$encs, 
a go0d man. | , | 
CHAP, XIIL SECT» IÞ;:: 

Singularity and private humonr , is the brand that the 
world puts upon godlineſr,and npon godly mento be fingntar 
ard humorous : but I ſhall ſheW you , that ' neither godti- 
neſs ts ſingularity and hamorouſneſs, nor are godly men 
fpngalar and humorous. Now to juſtifie viſdem,, when the 
world goes a contrary way, u neither ſingularity nor hu- 
mogr : and- here, | 


- þ Onofider what the profane multitude calleth fin- 


gularity : becauſe good men will not lie and 
ſwear as they do, carouſe and drink as they do,. and 
will not run with them to the ſame exceſs of rior, 
therefore profane ones call this Rridtneſs, preciſeneſs, 
ſingulariry. Profane perſons are a&ed by the Devil, 
thar wicked Spirit, chart rulech/in the air, and io rheir 
hearts; and godly men are 2Red by the Spirir of God 
Now becauſe God's people are not led by the Devil as 
they are, into open profaneſs , or ſecret wickedneſs, 
3 there- 


Fo wiſdom"; aftified of hir Children, 
therefore they-are accounted firjQ, ſingular, preciſe 3 
becauſe they follow che thing that is good , and not 
that which is evil, cherefore they are fygular, The yery 
light of nature,and the morality'of heather men was 
bitrer agaivlt'the common c of. the world: one of 
the Pyrhagoyedy ſacred rules was, per viam publicam ne 
| iugrederve» Trace not the common fleps of the rude multi- 
rude. Godly men. chuſe the green and clean way of 
wiſdom, and will pot walk inthe fowl anddirty way 
of the world, is this fogularicy? How: many are there 
who by follgwing the evil examples of the men of the 
world, do' come to be defiled therewith, VVe read 
Geneſ-.30. 37. How Jaceh put himſelf into a breed of 
ow ſheep. He took rods: of green Poplar, and of 
the haſfel and cheſnut-rree, and pilled whire ftrakes in 
them, and mace the whice appear which was in the 
rods,ard he ſet the rods which he had pilled b-fore the 
flocks in the gutters inthe watering trough's when the 
flocks came to drink, that rhey ſhould conceive when 
they came to. drink whep it was breeding time ; and 
conceivips before the party-coloured rods, they 
brovght forth party-coloured Lambs. Such be:theex- 
amples of evil rhat we fee in the-multirude before us, 
they be like Jacob's party-coloured rods; and theſe ex- 
amples lying in our eye do make us many.times to do 


like them. Indeed the world is ſpotted, as Jacob's ' 


Lambs were ſpotted; there are both great and lictte 
ſpars to be ſeen-upon'it. You may look upon ſome 
that have great ſpots 'upon them, rainred with odious, 


and greathfins ; ſpots of adultery in their eyes, ſpots of | 


drunkenneſs in'their faces , ſpors of blaſphemy vpon 


their tongues, ſpots of blood and oppreſſion in their 


hangs ; ſpots'of pride and yanity vpon their backs," A 
man that profeſſeth any religion, would bluſh to have 
any of theſe ſpors ſeen upon him, There are alſo ſpots 


% 
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of a leſſer ſize , ſuch as are not ſo odious and foul ag 
thoſe be, yet the children of wiſdom mult keep them- 
ſclves from chele coo, even from the leatft of them all. 
The common Religion i is the Phariſees Religion ; if 
there be no groſs fin we can be accuſed of,we th ok all. 
1s well enough. There be a kind of Serpents that be 
called Hemorrhides, of no great bigneſs, for they be 
not a foorlong : yet if a man be ftung with them, he 
bleeds ac hivears, eyes, noſe, mouth, g1Ves not over* 
bleeding ill he dies : ſuch be the fins that the mulri- * 
rude count bur little (ins; yer as lictle as they be, they- 
colt the ſheddipg of Chriſt's blood; and they will coſt 
us the beſt blood we have, nnleſs we repenc us of chem 
the ſooner. There be ewo main evils in thoſe ſame l'r- 
tle {fins thar we*ſpeak of. r. Though. they be liccle, 
they be many, what they wanc in weighr,, they make 


- 


- uÞ io number; therefore ſaith S. Swan Nemo con 


remnet quia parva, ſed timzalquiaplura: No man will 
Con:emn them becauſe they are lirrle,bur fer him fear 
them, becauſe they are many. 2, Taoſe ſame little 
fins; they do always make way for greater ; enterrain 
one fuch evil Sp rit, he will bcing in ſeyen with tym 
worſe than bimſelf, | 
' 8&8 CF FE 
IL. Onſider, that godly men are to be a peculiar 
People, and they ought to be ſeparate from 
the courſe of this world. There ought tobe an en- 
deavour after the ſame gradual difiance berween a 
godly mans courſe and the courſe of the world, as be- 
rweenthe life of Angels and of Devilz. That phraſe of 
the Apoſtle is remarkable, Aptculiar people, wealous of 
60d works, Tit. 2. 12. A oodly man mult be a fiery | 
zealot for holineſs, for Rridtneſs according to Gods 
word, and mult be Zealous againſt 81| manner of fin, 
and the courſe and yanities of this preſent eyil world , 


= : 
52 W:/dow juſtified of her Children: 
he remembreth the exhorctation that ſpeaks to him 
end all Chriſtians, as unto Children: Whatſcever things 
are true, whatſoever things are honeſt > whatſoever things 
are juft, whatſoever things ave pureywhatſoever things are 
lovely, whatſoever things are of good report, sf there be any 
v'rtnes if any praiſe, to think on theſe things, that 1s, 10 
_ ro think of them, as co'do them ; he labor- 
'Atiy Aft- eth in all good things to be beſt, and ro in- 
wir. Corporate 73 dem, into every branch of 
his calling and praftice, that he may be ſound, (if nor 
10 name, yet ) indeed, an Ariſtarchus ; an Ariſtobulusy 
rhe beft Govertour, the belt Counitllour , the belt 
N-ighbour, the belt Chriftian. He that (iriveth to 
have hi: name among the thirty of David's worthies, 
muſt labour to be one of the firſt three, or elſe he may 
be excluded the Catalogue of the thirty, 1 Sam.23. 
The Zezalous man is like John, who 1n runnipg to 
Chriſt's Sepulchre, ovr-ran Perey, he eftzemeth him- 
ſelf nothing, if he (irive nor to keep pace with the 
* belt, orac lealt to follow them in views, when he can- 
not keep Company with them. What an unrexſonable 
thing 1s it ro ca'l a man for (triftneſs, fingular or hu- 
morous2 it isaSif a man ſhould call a rich Diamond 
or precious ſtone, a vile baſe ſtore; becauſz iris lingu- 
Jar and better chan a whole heap of Peble-ſtones ; or 
count gold to be bur vile metral, becauſe ir 1s not (0 
baſe as dung; Whereas one Pearl is wotth a thouſand 
Pebles. Ir is 3 Noble Speech of Cyprian in one of his 
Epiſtles : Ne/attendas nnmerum illorum ; melior oft unus 
timens Deum , quam mille impii, Do not thou, regard 
- the number of the wicked, Better is one may that 
fearech God, than a thouſand wicked Perſons, God's 
Children are compared unto Jewels, the wicked uh- 
co droſs; Jexels are nor common, a man may ſ-e 
thouſands of Pebles before he cap ſee a Rh _ 
"re 8 mond ; 
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mond ; you cap-go no where almoſt, but you may fee 
ſwarms of drunkards, mulcicudesof ſwearers,' vile per- 
ſons even as common as Pebles , bue how rare a 
thipg is it to fipd a godly man among thouſands of 
men ! Run ye t0 and fro through the frreets of Jeruſalem) 
and ſee now and know, and ſeth. in the broad places there- 
of if ye can find a man,if there be any'that executeth judg- 
"ment, that ſeekerh the truth, Jer.g. 1, A juſt and upright 
man is a rare jewel, hardly to be fonnd, Hence the 
whole Company of Believers,are named a little flock, 
the whole Company of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, are 
ſaid ro be very few. "0g 
S E C F.. 11. | 
I1L þ is-no (ingularity to follow Chriſt, who is 
che Captain of our Salvation : Souldiers that 
break their Rank; are the diſorderly and fingular men, 
pot thuſe that rrace the eps of their leader, Godly. 
men do trace Chrilt ſtep by-ftep, though not pſſibus 
equis, and are fearful co break their Ranks, The 
wicked Rout are rather diſorderly and fingular men, 
that will not follow Chriſt, whom chey acknowledge 
to be the Ciprain of their Salyarion : he chuſeth che 
clean and pure way, bur they like not of ir. - Godly 
men do fo'low a mulcitudey therefore holineſs can: 
not be tzrmed lingu'aricy, They have che Prophets, 
Apoſtles, Martyrs, all the Saints of God before them, 
Clounds/of witneſſes, many thouſands of them, and 
every obe of them is worth ten thouſand of others. 
Yea, and it thoſe high examples of all thoſe glorious 
worthies be too low for them to follow, they will 
p:opound to themſelves an higher example thao all 
the ſormer, even Jeſus bimſelf, the Authour and fini- 
ſher of their Faith, Hence, as one obſerverh, in 
Scripture 2re propounded to us the examples, nor only 
of wicked Heathens, which we muſt ayoid, and of 
Phariſees 
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Wiſdem juſtified of bee Children, 
Phariſees and Publicans, whom we mutt-exceed , buc 
of the moſt holy and perfect Saints, co whom we muſt * 
ſtrive to-come up as cloſe as. we-can: yea, the Lord 
not only ſets before his: Childreo, his EleRt Apgels 
that did not erce, and his moſt accompliſhed ſervants 
owEarth, but even the Lord Jeſus himſelf, who did not 
erre, and God our Father who cannot erre, that no 
Servant of his may ſet down co himſelf any ſcancling 
it holineſs. Now is this fingularicy, when one poor 
Godly man ſhall have ſa many high and eminent ex- 
amples before him, ' 


— — There is but one way to heaven, beaten with che 


feet of Chriſt and all his Saints , holineſs is that only 
wayzand that way is but a narrow way,therefore firis 
neſs ina man's courſe 18 very neceflary ; as the Mari- 
ners at Sea have but one North-Rar ro Reer their conr- 
fes by co their appointed haven, is it (ingulaticy then 
to ſail by that Star? let me demand of you that con- 
demn godly men of fiogularicy, becauſe they juſtifie 
wiſdom and Chriſt in the purity of Religion ; if Chriſt 
ſhould come perſonally ro you, and ask this queſtion 
of you, will you fo{[low me whicherſcever I go? there 
1s no doubt but you would anſwer him, yes verily; and 
we are ready to follow thee, Certainly, the way thar 
he would ſhew you, is this way of holineſs, which 
you do now condemn for fingularity and preciſ.neſs 
inthe Children of W:\dom. . Then follow Chriſt pro» 
ſperouſly wich an undaunted reſojution, and in an ho- 
ly derifion laugh at the falſe judgement of the world, 
cryins godiineſs down for lingularicy. Do as S, Paul 
did, when the {orinthiens cenſured his plain preach- 
Ig, with me it us but a ſmall matter to be judged by you : 


| it 18 leſs for godly mien co be judged by the world; 


your life of holineſs doth as tar exceed the natural ca- 


pacities of wicked and ungodly men as their reaſon 


exceed- , 


Wiſdom juſtified of ber Childrey, 
exceedeth the Imagination of Beaſts, Beho/d ther:foreO' 
ye Children of Wiſdom, and juſtifie Wiſdom: 
Orb, 3 SE &f.-1V; 
IV. Kr cannor'be fngularicy, as Jobg as it is ac- 
A - cording to.the publique Rule of every man's 
{ converſation, and this'isthe pure-word of God, the 
Rule of pure 'Religion binding every” one to obedi- 
ence, both in judgement and pradtice 7 f6 thatthoygh 
all che world -lie 'and live in darkne's, 'and refuſe ro 
have the word of God to: be a Jantersto their ſeer, 
and 2 lightunco their paths, yer if there be any one 
godly man, that takes the word of God to be a Lan- 
rein to his eps, and holdsic cloſe rayhis feetzto guide 
him in' bis courſe, he is 'not: to be condemned for s 
Fogular man, though he foloweth not the examples 
j of tte multitude which erre from the word. To work, 
and walk by « General Rule, 1s no (ingulatity, thorgh 
but one man it many thouſznds do fo t Examples of 
my'ticudes of men cannot ſatisfie conſcience* it is on- 
ly the right Rule that muſt direct and ſarisfie the cont- 
ſcience. - What" c ur Divines hold againſt the Papiſts, 
- and ſore ot the Papiſts with chem in matrer of juds- 
ment; is crue of pr:Qice: Thar one private: godly man 
15 more tO be believed and followed in his jndoemerit 
than rhe Pope and a General Council; if he ha: h bet- 
rer reaſons and the Scriprures on his fide : one private 
 me+n may be Or:hodox, ſound in judgement, When the 
Pope and his whole Council may beHererodox ander- 
roneous: a8 it was in the days bf Arhansſiur, whey the 
whole world was infected with Arianiſm\, he only 
was Orthodox; the ſame may be ſaid of praftice and 
converſation ; that man is to be followed, thar liverh -. 
according to the Rule of the word, though we'ſee mi[- 
lions of men to £o another way : he that hath rhe 
Scr ptures for che {o!!ndation of his judgement and 
prattice, 


- 
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| practice, cannor be a fngular man; ſuch'a one mas 
kerh both the will and Commandment of God, his 
ground, and rule of obedience, 'he doth it becauſe 
God requireth it, and as he will have it-ro be dope, he 
will look to his warrant, as well as to the work that is 
done by him, But the profane multicude fieer another 
courſe , they are like ſelf-will'd Seryants, thar: muſt 
haye their own will and way, or elſe will do nothing ; 
or do it ſo, that ir were berrer they had done nothing, 
thus under colour of obeying God, they obey their 
owa wills, If others ( like themſelves ) preſcribe 
chem a coutſe of obedience, and a fear towards God 
afrer the precepts of men, here chey will bz yery for- 
ward. Blind obedience and a blind faith, are the wo 
paths in which-chey walk ; they fear nor the dicch, ill 
they haye fallen headlong into it, Hiſtorians haye ob- 
ſeryed, that none have been ſo great innovators in 
matter of Religion, as Uſurpers of the Civil Power, 
nor bave any been ſo great oppreſſiours of the people 
in Civil affairs, as thoſe who intrench molt upon the 
Divine Majeity inthe things of God, and none haye 
besn more willingly obeyed than the greateſt op- 
prefiours : for the ſtatutes of Omri are kept, and all the 
, Works of the hauſe Abab, Micah 6.16. Omri (who had 
been General,and was after made King of 1/-ael, in the 
campsto be revenged on Zimri that ſlew. his Maſter) 
did worſe than all che Kings *'that were before him ; 
angafcerwards Ahab his Son, did evil in the: fight of 
' the Lord, above all that were before him. Theſe be- 
{ides the golden Calves of Jexeboamy worſhipped Baal, 
in which Idolatry the people readily crod in the Reps 
of theic Leaders, (although ro their own deſtruction) 
having now 4 liberty granted them to adore which of 
thoſe Idols they pleaſed, 


SECT, 
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V. ; >>n pure Religion and ſtritneſs of converſa- 
.&' tion cannot be proud.z humorous: fipgularity, 


" ler them that ſay ſo,be Judges themſelves. Take wick- 


ed profane: looſe men that ſceft at holineſs, and con- 
demn-holy-men; ler chem1 ſay be raken,, whey chey 
are mofiſerious, when they are belt able.to. judge of 
things: Do not take wicked men, when they are'in 
their pifſion, when che'r luſts areftirring, when they 
-are in healchi, when they are in a calm mood: bur take 


_themiwhen:they are ſick, when they apprehend them» 


felves going down-to the Chambers of death, and go- 
'ing to appear before the: great Judge at his Tribpnal, 


take them | then when Conſcience 18 like. to ſpeak 


eruth ro-them, and mark -ſfuch men at ſuch times, 


- what they then wiſh and heartily deſire, and. what in 


their Gopſciences chey then moſt approve. ofz Oh! 
theyithe moſt Swiviſh druokard,, Ithe; greateſt ſcoffer 
atReligion and puriry wilkbe op the gogly. man's ſide, 
and coyld-with ir were. with them, a5 ig is, wich one 
ſuch4poor-godly man, , Mhom they, derided foe, a - 

proud, himorous, fatipus, fingular animal::thbencon- 


ſcience fers.up a confifiory for Chriſt , .and. forniſherh 
all thivgs.tequiſice co true, Jadggmens;. and. being 


righrly inſtructed, tells hijm-more. than'ſeyen watch» 
men that fit4n an high-cower, and wit be-ſre.to vive 
in a\trge yerdidt, Ecclus. 37+ 14. Therefore accord- 
Ing tothe judgement even of wicked men themſe its, 


-when they.are moſt themſelves » and. be} able” ro 


Judee; - ic cannotbe an humour of "ogulgriry, thac at- 
eth rhe godly man in the-way of holineſs againſt thou- 
ſands of profane perſons :.ſuch would never approve 
of tiolineſs theo, if chey.thought it were fingularicy. 


CHAP» 
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C.-n a ip. XIV. 

Now let #t conſider the #taſons wby godly 'mta had need 

#0 be ſingular" againſt the multitudey'in purity of Religion 


and Converſation. 62944 

1, Ty Ecaufe the example'of the multitude is dan- 
Thawourans fallible, che Pope and:birs Council, 
the Deviland-his adherents; ” Moſt men do-erre from 
God and hisways ;' moſt people rnn poſteohelt{;:rhe 
way of the -mulcicude is the broad way 4 anti che end 
of 'thar way'is 'deftrution ;'rhe world” walkech' in 
darkneſs; and at cheend'of their walk-is'the- place of 
outer darkneſs 4 therefore there is no' ſafety ro do as 
the moſi ds; ro follow a/malfirudero-doevil: it will 
"be: no comfort to' any one. to be datnned with che 
_ <muleicude; Moſt men are yielding men, carried away 
by every wordand wind, they conſider nor what-is fic 
and warrdhtable to be done ;' if they ſee-athers doſo, 
if they be-preſſed by orhets ro ds ſo, chey: preſently 
Yield. The multitude arefor ay Faith, or Relision ; 
yea Forany praQtice thar'orhers will perfwade-them 
x69-eſpecially: if: plaufibſe, -6r (ach' as Lirrigs pot ab- 
-Horency"in its forchead+ rhey count it their! wiſdom 
[3nd rheir ol6ty; to-do as their Companyidoth ; and co 
bes they are+ an}Fifhion, behaviour, aftion;/faRion, 
"Eottle, 6&7 ito, cer ivhat 19 eruly good, Will ſute 

well with che difpoRfion &fwthe moR,- 32 05 l nn 
--/2, Becauſe this incor (roſe the worlds phraſe) 
t1S fingulzr wiy,' ts one” of "the beſt evidences of a 
than's'eleftion' to crernal Tife : Gods people area 
'very ſmall number'in cormpar'ſon of the molciende, a 
"very litrle flock in reſpeRt”of the” Goats, The going 
as4inft che multitude, the foHowing Chriſt 3h Riract- 
nels, argues a man to belong 'ro'rhar. very {irhefock, 
becauſe few do ſo, and moſt go in the broad way. 
'Then agaio it is ſaid; the wry is narrows and the gate 
| In 


Pm 


tb 


cer\im chereat a pure, firict, preciſe, holy conyerſa« 
rion, is this narrow way. There are many by-ways, 
bue one right way : as in ſhooting a man may miſgdi- 


verſly, .cirter by ſhooting under, over, or 'wide;/ on - 


chis fide, or on that, but 6neway to hir the mark: che 
Covereus With his great bags, the ambitions With his 
high tooks, rhe drupkatd Witch his folk Cups cangor 


DT 


enter in ar the ftraic Gare. 


0: 315 Becanſe*cvery Rep of a& mns life is either to. 
Keaven Of to helf, and eyeryiattion is n drawing a 


man neerer heayen or hell ; the world” chinkeeh por 
ſo; they imag:ne not how faft they-are poſting tro one 
of thoſe two Phces bur godly men 'know7irg and 
therefore they will have'a main care-of'theteps of 


their converſation, thoush the world be catelefs, and 


ficcle mind «> cill chey 'are dropping i866 (hell; 
the godly will be careful-of the ſmaileſtmartersrHac 
concern their ſouls, like thrifty worldlings; ebas will 
nor loſe rhe leaft opportunity of the ſmalleſt gxiti, bur 
will lay hold upon it, if the leaſt profir /pfEſehr irſelf 
- tothem; to cove: the belt gifts, and to be/greedy ufs 
ter grace is not blame-worthy , bur a defirable- bleſs 
fipg; and andbition-to beabovey and to ger beyotid 
others in Spitiraal advincemetits, whereby God' may, 
more delight in us ( ſo'the heart be not” prffed up-) 
19007 a blemiſh, but xn' honour x here is no'feir of a 
nimium (48 one ſatrh-) whereno care igenough: ey + 
' 4. Becauſe a godly man' workerh' for” Eternity, 
therefore he work*th by God's Divine Eternil "Rule, 
not bythe examples of motmen. All the eendirions 
vf manin'this lite are for Erernity, every a@of (ins 
for Ererniry ;' Every holy aRtion-14 for Ecerairy;rhere- 
fore ir concernerh men to rake heed to their ways: the 
mulcitude chipks dec ſo. 'Hpelles being asked why he 
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« 
is rkit chat leads uoco life, and few there-be that en- | 


Was 


60 Wiſdom juſtifs:d of ber (hildrex. 
was ſo curious in painting, and ſpent ſo mach ime 
about a, piece of work, anſwered, -Egh e>£rermeats 
Pingo, I paint to Erernity : men will. judge of my, 
Painting. ſaid he ) an hundred years afcer I amdead. 
A godly.man will give, Thee he like anſwer, Thou 
wonderxeft at my ftrictneſs and frequency in holy du- 
ties: Oh ! Iwork co Ecernity, I preach, I hear, I pray 
for Ecernity, I live for Ecermiry ; my ations ſball be 
Judged many years afcer my death ; did you frequent- 
ly and: ſeriouſly think ; chat all your aRions are to 
Eternity, how ftri&, how boly, how zealous, how 
ſiogular would you be... | 

42>a 0g vi 6-H AP. XV; 1; 
#fe FT. Ow ſhou!d this eucourage-the fearful, and 

Hoothe: and life into our dead frozen ſpi- 
rits, t0.Jultifie wiſdom, co be bold for Chrilt in his 
cauſe, 2nd not to be diſmayed for the threats and re- 
vilings of men ; bur juſtifie wiſdom and confeſs Chriſt, 


come waar will : doth.che world and do carnal friends - 


ſuggeſt-a thouſand fears, a-thauſand troubles and dan- 
vers tO thee, be not diſmayed for all theſe; Tell Soul- 
diers of Pillaging and Plundering of Rich. Spoil, they 
regard-nor. the difficulties of war, they are not ſtart- 
leg at. cold, banger, thickt,'nakecnz's, wounds, deaths 
bur-ſlight atl.-for- hopes of great ſpoils, Pur on: 0 
Chriſtians with, the l:ke courage in Chriſts cauſe ;. you 
have as;ample a reward promiſed as heart can with 
ang God.is faithful whowill ſurely give.it co you, 
Confider-this, all ye that confeſs Chriſt, now, and 
juſtifie wiſdom, that Chriſt will confeſs and own. you 
efore men: it was an honour to>fobn, Baptiſt, when 


Chri( juſtified b'm beſore-men, Mgr. 1 1.9,10411,4/bat 


went Je out to ſee? A Prophet ? Tea 1 ſay, unto you » and 
more than a Prophet : for this is be of whom- it i written 


Behold I ſend my Meſſenger before thy face , Which ſhall 


prepare 


sF 


| 


i 
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* prepare thy way before thee. Verily T ſay unto you, among _ 
; Fh. has are born of women » hes hab not riſen 4 
\ greater than John the Baptiſt. Whar if the world now 
condemn you for a company of fools, Chriſt will ove - 
day jaſtifie you. to be the rrue Children of wiſdom, 
and damn the wiſe generation of Carnal men for meer 
Ideors : yea, they that now condemn. you, ſhall then 
Joſtifie you; chen will they ſay, we fools.count them 
wiſe; we accounted cheir life madneſs, and their end 
to be wichour honour: but now they are 

numbred among the Children of God, Sap.s5. 
and their Lot among the my © therefore 45,637. 


have we erred from the of truth and 
the light of Righteouſneſs hath nor ſhined unto us, 
and the Sun of Righteouſneſs roſe not- upon us. We 
wearied our ſelyes in che "way of wickedneſs and 
deſtrution, &c. | 
Moreover, Chriſt will- own thoſe that have Rood 
for him, as his Members, Friends, Subjects, Servants, 
as they haye acknowledged him to be their God, 
L Lord, Kiog, Matter, and will preſent chem to his Fa- 
| ther: Theſe are the Children , the faichful Servants 
whom-Thoy haft given me. Ir were great hovour it 
a Prince ſhould rake a man by the and , and before 
the King, and all his people ſhonld acknowledge him 
to be his faithful Seryant : So it will be a very heaven 
to be ackriowledged by Chriſt at the laſt day. Chriſt 
will ceſtifie before his Farther and the holy Avgels, 
what they have done for him, what they have ſut- 
fered for him, Farher, behold theſe men char'ſtand 
here before thee, have ſuffered reproaches for my 
| Nameſake, they were hated, reviſed, perſecuted, pur 
ro death for my ſake. When many thouſavds ſhame- 
fully denied me, and cowardly deſerted my oppoſed 
| cauſe, and my IT” ae tuie Theſe men wn 
% C e 
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cloſe to me, eſiceming the reproaches, hatred, impri- 
ſonmepts, cruelcies of the world for my ſake, greater 
riches thag all che honours, preferments, creaſures.of 
all cbe Kiogdoms of rhe exrth ; and jayfully ſuffered 
all, racker chav my name ſhould ſuffer. As he will 
reſtiie what they bave ſuffered, ſo likewiſe what 
they have done for Chriſt, Theſe men fed me when 
I was hungry » gave me drink when 1 was thitlty, 
clothed me when I was naked, viſited me when I was 
ck ard iv priſon: O ye my bleſled Angels, Behold 
- "them, avd rejoyce over them, and bid them well- 
come.into their heavenly Manſions. The giving of a 
cup of cold water to a Diſfiple ſhall then be acknow- 
ledged, how much more the giving away of 'thy 
eſtate, thy liberty , and che laying down chy life for 
Chriſt's ſake, 

Chriſt will alſo before Angels, Saints, Devils, and 


wicked men, and the whole world, declare them ghe | 
Blefled of his Father, and glorifie chem with the ſame 


olory, wherewith he.is glorified, 

z: Hewill declare them Blefled ; Come ye Ble(ſed 
»y Father. Thoſe that juſtifie and confeſs Chriſtin an 
evil time) are looked upon by anevil and adulterous 
generation, 2s unhappy, loſt, miſerable and undone 
mep-z..as che dxoſs and off-ſcouring of the world : 
Chrift will then declare chem. co. be the ovly happy 
and blefled men, Come ye bleſſed, bleſſed of God 

y. Father, Bleſſed of me your Saytour, Blefſed of all 


y holy Angels, Blefſed of all char are bleſſed :, yea, 


ſo.bighly bleſſed, chatall che wicked. themſelves ſhall 
then envy at your bleſledneſs: ye were before blefled 


' in the promiſe, but- now ye ſhall be bleſſed in rhe; 


fruition ; you ſhall ſee the full accompliſhment, of 
the word and promiſe of God. 


2, Then will he glocifie them with his own glory, 


Come 


TY, " Cp —_—_ et, aww Ku £A  ..þ[ 
, * 
| 


their enemics will make m_ glory of the LETS. 
Ss We 0 


ven was made for you, all heayens glory was prepa- 
redfort you: This glory, this happineſs ,, theſe Man» 


fions, Fheſe Everlatting habirations were prepared for / 


you: my Throne and Kingdom is yours, you ſhall fir 
down with me upon my Throne ; my inhericance is 
yours, ye are Joynt heirs with me, you and I will di- 
vide the heavenly inhericance between us; ye are fel- 
low-kings with me, you and I ſhall be happy,glorious, 
and rejoyce together as long as etetniry1:ſterh, 
Finally Chritft will juſtifie them before their Ene- 
mies, who now load chem, and the way of Chrik with 
a/l the baſe calumnies, their malitions hearts can ima- 
vie, and their ropgues can yent. They condemn the 


2eneration of ſuch as juſtifie wiſdom, as faRious, bu-. 


mouriſts, as rebellious, and enemies to Ce/ar, though 
God's faithful Servants, and Ceſar's loyal Subje&s,The 
wicked make the godly unwotthy to liye ; ſo they are 
to be among a crooked generation: they likewiſe con» 


_ demn religion in power, as hypocrifie and indifcreti- 


on ; Now the Lord will juſtifie them before their ene- 
mies. Know ye O mine Enemies, ye Children of Bel;- 
al, chat theſe are my faichful Servanrs,chey are my dear 
Children, they did bar whar I comtnanded chem; that 


which you termed hypocrifie in them was the purere- 


ligion; and what you connred raſhneſs and indiſcreti- 
on inthem,was ttne Zeal and heavenly wiſdom. Then 
will Chriſt ayenge rhem of cheir Enemies before their 
faces,he will damn the reyilers, ſcoffers, and'oppoſers 


of his people; before theft faces, and will coyer thoſe 
with ſhame and confafion, that did put his people to - 


open ſhame for their juſtifying of wiſdom, and for 
their copfeſſing of his Name; and their fincere profeſ- 
ſion of Religion; and the ſhame and confuli6n of 


—. 
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Come ye, inherit the Kingdom preparedTot you: hea- 
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of wiſdom the more. ſplendent and conſpicuons. _ 
- Now the Saints are judged, cenſured, and condem- 

ped by the world,/Now th:y are reproached. and vili- 
fied by the world;burchere 1s a cime coming whea the 
| deſpiſed Saints ſhall.(it vpon throns, and judge An- 
oels, apd the whole world, All ye chat now ſcoff at 
che godly, ye ſhall on thac day tremb'e before them : 
youthar now deſpiſe them in your heart, ſhall chen lie 
and even lick up the duſt of their fee”, Chriſt will pur 
ſuch glory on all his Saiats, that che world ſhall ad- 
mire at Chriſt in ſo doing, 2 Thef,1. 16, When he 
thall come to be glorified 1n his Saints, and admired in 
all them that believe, ON! chen, how will the wicked 
cry out, Behold, how God doth honour and glorifie 
yonder men, whom once we derided and daily mock- 
ed for their preciſeneſs ! What glorious and bleſſed 
 / "creatyresare they become! Oh, that our heads were 
. as high as their heels! How are they Crowned with 
elory, and we cloathed with ſhame; they have Crowng 
of righteouſneſs and immortalicy about their heads, 

_—_ haye chains of eyerlaſtipg darkneſs abour our * 

heels ! 

Some have put this queſtion, whether the wicked 

ſhall chen knoy the godly wich whom they have li- 

ved upon earth, Some anſwer, Ic is more then pro- 

bable, that the children of Belia! ſhall chen know the 
children of wiſdom, wich whom they lived, whom 
they reproached, mocked, ſcofted, condemned for 
their holineſs, This very man whom 1 deſpiſed; lo, 
how he is glorified? Oh, whar a differerice is there now 
" berween meandhim; Heis a glorions King, and I a 
condemned Priſoner for evermore. Bur it is oyermuch 

- * © boldneſsto aſſert, that the wicked ſhall have a patrti- 

A calar knowledge of thoſe yery godly men, whoſe per- 
ſons hey had in derifion for ther holineſs, ſeeing ic is 
| | enough 


- © 
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enoveh to their great confuſion, to behold the whole 
army of glorified Saints in the Kingdom of heaven, 
and their own conſciences ſhall then witheſs to them; 
that theſe were the Children of wiſdom chat juſtified 
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wiſdom; that theſe were therighteous Seryants of God; \ 


and themſelyes were wicked, and ſu&h as wete the Ser- / 
yants of fin and Satan: Yet it is not denied, bur cheir 
ng knowledge of the very men whom they did 

eſpiſe and condemn for their godlineſs, would much 
conduce to the greater confuſion of the children of 
diſobedience. That ſpeech of C bry/elogus is conſider- 
able, Dives mags uwritar Lazars gloria quam propris 
incendio, The rich man 1s more tormented with be- 
boldipg the gloty of Lazerss in heaven, than'with the 
ſenſe of his own burging in hell. This will aggravate 
the torment of the damned, when they ſhall bebold 
the tranſcendent glory of thoſe very particular perſons 
whom they vilified,and had in derifion. But ler ns leave 
this queſtion to the deciſion of che Great-day. 
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On to conclude, let me excite all che Children 

of Wiſdom to live by faith, chen will you ju- 

tie wiſdom in che worſt of times; the futuricy of 
your glorious reward requireth a conrinned aQing of 
faich, leſt you draw back your hands from the plough, - 
and your hearts off from the ways of Wiſdom; for be 
. ſure, He or they, who reſolye to juſtifie wiſdom, muſt 
expect ro meet with high ciſcouragements, nothing 
can ſwallow up theſe diſcouragements, but faith ated 
and exerciſed, which ( like CAMoſes's Rod ) eahily de- 
youreth all theſe Eg yptian Serpents. The world will diſ- 
* Courage you from ferving. God, Oh, pity thy ſelf; ſaid. 
Peter to Chriſt ; ſo the world to thee, Pity ty won. | 
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ehy liberty, thy eftare; chy pleaſures, thy honour, Your 
worldly callings will hinder you from walking in 
the pachs of Wiſdom; you will loſe your time, 
your profic, if you ſpend ſo much time in religions 
duties. All thewicked in the world will diſcourage 
you by their caunts and contempt. What needs ſo 
much. prayivg and heativg? Lo, we afe ſer np and 
thrive inthe world, who do not as yon do ; your yery 
| ſenſes will diſcourage you from the Seryice of God : 
' you (ec and hear thar no profit is gotten by ſerving 
God , you ſee how they who ſerye not God, grow 
rich and great in the world. All within yon, and 
all without you will endeayour co pull you back from 
Wiſdom's gares. Wherefore you have great need 
to a& faith continually, faich muſt be a continual 
evidence to you bf things not ſeen, then will ic cry to 
you, Do you not {ee heaven, the crown, the kingdom, 
the glory which isſet before you? See you not Chrift 
condemning and putting to open ſhame and deftrnQi- 
on, all ſuch as deny and condemn true Wiſdom ? Un» 
leſs faith be thus ated, and you walk from day to day 
by faich, you will never be faithful co the death. Ir is 
fairh aRed, which maketh a man (as Chryſoftows ſaid of 
Fob) a man of Adamanr, a man of Flint, a man invin- 
Ciþle, not to be moyed. . There 1s nothing more ſttr- 
reth men up co diligence in Gods ſervice, then the be- 
lief and expeRation of a glorious reward. Every man 
propoundeth co himſelf in all his undettakings, ©4id 
bebebs ? What ſhall have ? All the world, godly raeny 
wicked men. Judas ſaid , When he was betraying 
Chriſt, hat will you give me ? What ſha'l we bavesſaid 
Peter to Chriſt, becauſe we have left all and followed 
thee ? Wherefore whea men ſee no likelthood of re- 
- wards, and do not believe rhere is any, they deſpiſe to 
+ &o ſeryice, | Unbelief 1s the rot of ail-profanzneſs ; 
; ' men 
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- men of no Faith are men of no Religion ; their neg- _ ; 


le& of Prayer, hearing the Word; and other Pious Ex- 
erciſes, are evident tokens of their unbelief thar God. 

Cannot or Will not reward them, or rather that God 
is nor. It is the molt monſtrous contradiftion in the 
world to belieye there is a God and not to ſerye him, 
ro believe the rules and precepts of Wiſdom and not 
co jJuſtifie it, to believe there is an heaven for a re- 
ward and not to ſeek it. Ir is men's unbelief that. 
makes men have the Servants of God 1n concempt, and 
ro make a ſcorn of them, and to count them fools 

and madmen for their holineſs, They do nor for the 
preſent belieye that the godly are the Sons of Ged, 
heirs of heaven, and ſhall be Kings of vulorious Stare; 
bereafcer they ,will wiſh. they had lived cheir lives, 
whom they poured ſcorn and contempt upon. Ir is 
men's unbelief rhat is the root of Apoſtacy from the 
paths of Wiſdom, they march over into the rents of 
Devil, ang fight under his banner, run from Chrift 
and his Service to embrace this preſent evil world, be- 
© Cauſe they ſee no preſent good, profit nor happineſs 


'in ſerying God. | 
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